—— eremet amped ous, f the 
“eee Cage. and disappeares| inte 
# lion behave.” Back in the j@nele th 


ould hard] 


‘. an! he had all ~ 


Right away! 

He looked at the 
laughed qWietly wo | 
out of this . ®e¢ he m 
te keep him He'd 

First he Made sure os 
the cirews 

Now ix 


the tinn he said te hime tf Ome 
three 


ARD 
CANADIAN NATIONAL FILM B80. 


two 


the Conference 


November 1955 


ining 


= 
So 
‘an 
” 
aq 
n” 
” 
eo 
a. 
a> 
<= 
os 
> 
ce 
ad 
ce 
<= 


Boonslick Did It 


Streaml 





197 Youngsters WILL WANT 


THIS BOOK FROM YOUR LIBRARY 
WITHIN THE NEXT TWELVE MONTHS 
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MANUFACTURERS 


OF PREBOUND 
“BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND" BOOKS 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 
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svSésTROM LIBRARY IDEAS: 


The RANCHER Reference Unit 


Maximum utility is the keynote of this original RANCHER 
Reference Unit—still another New Life innovation by Sjéstrém. Combining a 
30-drawer card catalog, auxiliary shelving, and counter-height reference table, 


this unit gives you “just what you have always wanted.” 


It is 68” 1. x 31” w. x 42” h. The top shown is 


linoleum. Also available in rubbed maple or MICOLOR*. 


*MICOLOR being Sjostrom’s fresh, new 
Formica tops in blendable colors 


LIBRARY FURNITURE 
JOHN E. SJOSTROM COMPANY, INC., 1716 NORTH TENTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 22, PA. 
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now 
and in 


Globe-Wernicke Study Carrels 


years 


tO COMME ..46+ G/W FREESTANDING STUDY CARRELS 
WILL FIT YOUR NEEDS 
Globe-Wernicke specially designed free-stand- 
ing study carrels can be arranged and re- 
arranged in so many different ways. Made up 
of standard components, these carrels can be 
assembled in various forms to provide optimum 
work conditions in minimum floor space. As 
future expansion or reorganization demands, 
these carrels can be dismantled and re-adapted 
to meet new requirements. Wiring provisions 
are made so that individual fluorescent lights or 
business machines can be 
connected directly to out- 
lets on the carrel. Sin- 
gle-faced free-standing 
carrels are also available. 
For more information, 
write for Catalog 314, 
Dept. L-115. 
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Manufacturers of the World's Finest Office Equipment, Systems, Filing Supplies and Visible Records © Cincinnati 12, Ohio 
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"RECORD HOLDER 





Keep your records in top condition to provide enjoyment 
for more and more people. Use durable Gaylord Albums 
~ for maximum safety in storage and handling. The entire 
I selection incorporates all the features necessary for library 
convenience and record safety. 


Center holes are cleanly die-cut. All surfaces — including 
ai the bindings — are smoothly finished to completely eliminate 


PHONOGRAPH marring your records. 
RECORD HOLDER 





The Gaylord Album selection is complete — meets every 
library need for both standard and LP records of every size. 
For extra safety, record envelopes open toward the binding: 
records can't slip out. 


Expanding record collections are easily accommodated 
by the adaptoble Multi-Record Album — 
with envelopes easily added. 


The Gaylord Record Carrying Bag with 
zipper top is excellent for protecting rec- 
ords from the weather— or for transporting 
books and other library materials. 





45 RPM 
RECORD HOLDER = RECORD CARRYING BAG Immediate shipment on all orders, 
i ie transportation charges paid. Write 


labels to fit oll for complete information. 
standord or LP records 
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Tell Them You Saw Their Advertisement in the ALA Bulletin 








WEY Cm aaa 
SENSIS 


LETS 


now available in Mitten’s 
NEW Display - Sign - Master KITS 


. . . four different scientific assort- 
ments of popular styles and sizes of 
Mitten’s Pinbak* letters . . . thumb- 
press into soft backgrounds just like 
thumbtacks . . \, instantly-changeable 
and re-usable \. . pre-packaged in 
free storage cabinets with sliding 
panel-shelves that.simplify selecting, 
handling and storing of letters... 
practically indispansable tools to 
solve your display-sign problems — 
with more creative satisfaction — at 
much lower cost! 


eg ade) Display- Sipyu- Master 
LOW-BUDGET “on. 
ae ies KIT N 


932 PINBAK* LETTERS, 
numerals Ilustros dots, darts, 
arrows, music notes, stars and 
punctuations several styles and 
sizes from %” to 2”-—ineluding 
four leatherette-covered display- 
sign panels, a guide-rule, and « 
functional FREE STORAGE 
CABINET. Ideal for low-budget 
libraries and schools 


«++ Went FREE samples? 

Your own Initials? NEW 

Catalog? New Price List?... 
Write Dept. A-115 


MITTEN’S DISPLAY LETTERS 


A en 2 - NEW YOR? 


AN 4 FORNIA 


Letters from 


Our Readers a3 see ee 


South of the Border 


In view of the many Round Table Discussion 
groups being conducted throughout the United 
States by or for librarians and having been di- 
rectly connected with such a project, I thought the 
ALA Bulletin readers would be interested in know- 
ing about one being conducted south of the 
border 

Margaret Hall, extension librarian of the Ben- 
jamin Franklin Library of Mexico City, recently 
organized a round table discussion on library 
needs and resources in that city, whic h is now the 
fourth in size in the Western hemisphere. 

Almost all of the larger libraries of Mexico City 
were represented, including Biblioteca Central 
de la Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico 
Biblioteca Nacional de Mexico, Biblioteca Benja 
min Franklin, Mexico City College, Biblioteca 
Central, Biblioteca del Museio National, Instituto 
Indigenista Interamericano, Instituto Mexicano 
Norte-americano de Relaciones Culturales and 
Comision Economica Para la America Latina 

The discussion group was sponsored by the 
Spanish-English Cultural Group, which is part of 
the rapid growing and popular orientation center 
and hotel operated by Robert C. Jones and his 
family at Chilpancingo 23, Mexico City 11. Mr 
Jones, who has long been connected with Latin 
American cultural relations in Chicago, the De- 
partment of State, United National and Pan 
American Union, welcomes at this center anyone 
going to Mexico 

Mas. Mitprep O. PeTerson 
V.P. of Public Relations 
Pan American Bd. of Ed., Chicago, Ill 


The First 


President Richards, in his speech given at 
Philadelphia and printed in the September Bulle- 
tin, said in paragraph two “the first State Library 
Association was organized in New York State in 
1900.” 

As a matter of fact, Michigan’s Library As- 
sociation was organized in September, 1891 under 
President Henry Utley. (Library Journal, vol 
16, p. 281) 

I think you will find by 1891 that eight other 
states had formed library organizations. 

Ernet Yasrorr, president 
Michigan Library Association 


From Library Trends, vol. 3, number 3, p. 319 
“Development of state library associations began 
in 1890. . . . New York was first... .” This is 
the chapter on State and Regional Library As- 
sociations, by John 8. Richards.—Ed. 


Tell Them You Saw Their Advertisement in the ALA Bulletin ALA BULLETIN 





Our Proudest Achievement 
in 80 years of 
Reference Book Publishing 
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The NEW 
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Outstanding 
Among the World's 
Great Reference Works 


College Librarians praise COLLIER’S as an 
ideal Reference Set! Many High School 
Librarians have already ordered a Second Set 
to meet their students’ requirements, Some 
are even circulating COLLIER’S. 


After having observed their students use COLLIER’S for thirty days, hundreds 
of Junior High School Librarians have also purchased it on the basis of pupil 
usage. Most Public Libraries, too, have reordered newer copyright editions, 


What is the explanation for such universal acceptance of a new publication? 
COLLIER’S is newly and freshly written from “A” to “Z” by contemporary 
scholars. COLLIER’S is different. It is more attractively bound, printed and 
illustrated than one expects an Encyclopedia to be. 


COLLIER’S is an Encyclopedia that will appeal to Johnny's inquisitive mind; 
it will help Johnny to read and enjoy learning. 


For our new, attractive 24-page illustrated booklet, “The Great Adventure,” and 
the classroom brochure, “Enriching the School Curriculum with COLLIER’S 
ENCYCLOPEDIA—GENERAL SCIENCE,” please write 


COLLIER’S ENCYCLOPEDIA 


Library Division 640 5th Ave., New York 19, N.Y. 
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425 N. MICHIGAN AVENUE © CHICAGO I], ILLINOIS 


FIFTEEN YEARS FILLED WITH GOOD THINGS 
Dear Friend: 


I wonder if educators are raising their sights to the level reached by 
15 years of unprecedented prosperity in America. 


In our civilization new levels have been reached. The streets and parking 
lots look like a colorful display of the latest model cars. Old ones 
have almost disappeared. 


More people own more good things than ever before. Few today are content 
with what “will do.”’” Most people have set their sights high. 


May not those who provide funds for schools and libraries need a 
reminder that the best is in demand today; the best equipment, the best 


reference works? 


In the past some librarians or teachers have accepted inadequate reference 
material. In today’s economy this should no longer be necessary. 


The most expensive encyclopaedia to buy now is the most economical in 
the long run because it is the most authoritative and complete 
Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

It is significant that when Encyclopaedia Britannica is available as well as 
less complete reference works, Encyclopaedia Britannica is consulted 

as the final authority. It is the supreme court in its field. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Coe, 


John R. Rowe 
Educational Director 
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AMERICAN 


Bulletin 


COVER 
National Book Week, November 


13-19, probably produces more 
wonderful book displays than 
any other time of the year. 
Many of the more colorful ones 
feature children’s books—and 
children. Here is a patron deep- 


ly absorbed in one of the items. 


Acceptance of an advertisement by 
the “ALA BULLETIN" does not imply 
endorsement of the product by the 
American Library Association. 


The “ALA Bulletin” publishes ma- 
terial of general interest to librarians 
and those interested in the library 
world. It carries official news of the 
Association. Its authors’ opinions 
should be regarded as their own, unless 
ALA endorsement is specifically noted. 
The “Bulletin” is partially indexed in 
“Education Index,” and “Library Liter- 
ature.” 

Manuscripts of general interest are 
invited. When submitted, they will 
not be returned unless accompanied 
by return postage. 


WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
Hotel Congressional 
Washington 3, D.C. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


50 East Huron Street, Chicago 11, Illinois 
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Staff 


November brings National Book Week and the slogan “Let's 
Read More.” For librarians it is a festive and a busy time. 
Colorful book week posters and bookmarks have long been 


EDITOR 
Ransom L. Richardson 


: ASSISTANT EDITOR 
ordered. Gay and attractive book displays are ready to go up. ee 

( ‘ Mari Sabusewa 
Jne or more community groups are sponsoring a book program. 


Perhaps a radio or TV program stands in the offing. What- a Snes 


ever the librarian does in celebrating National Book Week, it A. L. Remley 
all adds up to his belief in the high importance of reading and 
the need for making the book significant in the life of the community. This is the time to 


celebrate. 

“Let's Read More” reminds us of the many librarians who maintain that they have time for 
very little reading. Perpetually busy in urging their communities to read, they would have us 
think they can’t manage to reap some of the profits for themselves. One just never reads, another 
reads little and a third has time only for “skipping through.” Of course, much of this is half 
serious, casual conversation—like one of our friends who always stoutly denies that he has time 
for more than a minimum, a agen of reading.” We know for a fact that he knocks off a good 
ten books a week At that rate, we can say with some truth that we’re not reading either. 

But apparently many librarians really do not practice as fully as they preach. For them, for 
all of us indeed, it’s in order to make a personal as well as a community application of the Na- 
tional Book Week slogan: Let’s Read More 

rhose planning to attend the Miami Beach Conference will be interested in President Richards’ 
suggestions on the Conference program, appearing elsewhere in this issue. One of several signifi- 
cant recommendations is the time allowance made for workshop programs within the Conference 
week. For the past several years, as we all know, preconference workshops have tended to 
lengthen the period of conference attendance to a point that was becoming an excessive drain 
on both energy and purse. It is a tribute to the workshop type of program that it is prominently 
featured within the conference week itself. 

Phis is as it should be for, in our opinion, the workshop programs have made lasting contribu 
tions to the world of librarianship. Take, for example, the pre-conference Book Selection Work 
shop held in Philadelphia. This affair, jointly sponsored by the Public Libraries Division and the 
Committee on Intellectual Freedom, registered 233 persons. They made an enthusiastic group, 
eager to compare experiences and discuss mutual problems of book selection and censorship. 
Throughout the two-day sessions, the participants, meeting in small groups and as a whole, re- 


examined the fundamental principles of book selection policy. At the end of this time it was 
clear that the workshop had been a success. Careful planning, among other things, had made 
it valuable in a practic al as well as a theoretical sense. Moreover, after the fashion of other 


yre-conference meetings the proceedings of this Book Selection Workshop have now been pub- 
lished. Entitled “Book Selection, Proceedings of a Work Conference,” they appear as the October 
1955 issue of The PLD Reporter, official publication of the ALA Public Libraries Division, and 
ire available from the ALA Publishing Department 

With this publication the value of the workshop is doubled. Trustees everywhere, many of 
whom too seldom realize that it is ultimately their necks which are exposed to attacks on the 
library’s book selection policies, can now profit from this workshop held in Philadelphia. _ Li- 
brarians and trustees both will find the publication a spur to the framing or revision of a book 
selection policy statement. All librarians will find it useful to their understanding of this funda- 
mental principle of librarianship. 

It is in such ways that a conference workshop can be of great value to the library profession. 
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THIS POOR LITTLE ORPHAN 
BECAME THE BELLE OF THE BALL 
WHEN SHE DONNED A 


icture Gover 


, Funk & Wagnalls 
No fairy tale here — it’s honest fact every day of the year, 

Beoks which are neglected because of their tattered con- 

dition can be among your top attractions merely by re- 

binding with genuine PICTURE COVERS*. 


‘There is only one genuine type of cover known-as PICTURE COVERS’ 
used for both re-binding and pre-binding — made in New York City and 
processed with durable plastic inks on highest quality buckram. It is 
flattering that other covers are being referred to as PICTURE COVERS*, 


but it is also confusing to the librarian. Insist that your binder use genuine 


PICTURE COVERS*. Send for samples to be sure. 


(Dicture Cover BINDINGS, INC. 


MADE ONLY BY PICTURE COVER BINDINGS, INC. IN NEW YORK CiTY* 


20 CLIFTON AVENUE STATEN ISLAND 5, NEW YORK CITY 
Tel. Gl-braltar 8-4901 
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The Steering Committee on Implementation of the Management Survey Recommendations 
will meet in Chicago November 10-11. fn important iten on the Committee's docket 
will be study of the tentative "fields of interest statanents" expected to be on 
hand by that tine from the divisions and other units. ‘The Comittee will also 
make plans for Midwinter discussions on implementation of the Survey and hear from 
committees that are studying General Assenbly and Executive Committee qualificsa- 
tions, financial forwulas and the proposed board and committee structure. Members 
of the Committee are: Lucile Morsch, chairman; Charles Gosnell, Alice Louise 
LeFevre, Mrs. Alice Brooks McGuire, Keyes D. Metcalf, Louis M. Nourse, President 
Richards and Ralph Shaw. 


The Executive Board will hold its fall meeting in Chicago November 11-13. Ite 
first session will be with the Steering Committee. After that it will take up a 
variety of matters including particularly the 1955-% budgets, studies relating 
to placeaent service, group insurance, aembership promotion, and the Associa- 
tion's tax exempt status. 


The Budget Committee will meet in Chicago preceding the meeting of the Executive 
Board. In preparing its recomnendations for the Executive Board, the Committee 
will wisit offices at ALA Headquarters, inspect the physical condition of the 
building at 50 East Huron Street, study policies governing fiscal and budgetary 
procedures, review the Treasurer's Report for 1954-55, and ~ of course - con- i- 
duct a thorough examination of the budgets proposed for 1955-56. 


President and Mrs. Richards left Seattle in late Septenber for a trip through 
the South and Southwest. Before reaching Chicago on November 7 for the meetings 
listed above, Mr. Richards will attend library meetings in Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Texas, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida and Georgia. 


A_ considerable nunber of state associationg hold meetings in the fall months. 
Officers and Headquarters staff participate in as many of these as op ortunity 
and funds permit. Meetings in October were attended by: Missouri - Mrs. Mahomey 
and Miss Mahar; Arkansas - President Richaris and Miss Bennett; Kansas - Mr. 
Hamlin; Nebraska ~ Miss Bennett; Nevada - Mrs. Stevenson; Mississippi - President 
Richards; North Carolina - Mr. Mumford, Mrs. Mahoney and Miss Bennett; Iowa - Mr. 
Clift; California - Mrs. Stevenson and Miss Kee. November meetings will be 
attended by: Georgia - President Richards, Miss Bennett and Miss Mahar; Tri- 
State (Indiana, Kentucky and Ohio) - Mr. Munford, Miss Mahar, Mrs. Stevenson 

and Mr. Hamlin. 


Miami Beach Conference plans are progressing. President Richards outlines some 
of the program planning in this issue. Dates for the Conference are June 17-23 
and the Program Committee promises that meetings will not take up ALL your time! 
Hotels and rates will be listed in the November ALA Bulletin. 
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is the second Novaaber that libraries have cooperated with the General 

ederation of Women's Clubs in their observance of "Know Your Library Month." 
It is certain that many more citizens are aware of, and are using, the services 
provided by their local libraries as a result of this program. Originated by 
Mrs. Inez R. Herrig, county librarian of Libby, Montana, who is also national 
chairnan of the Libraries Division of the GFWC, this Know Your Library program 
has had the working cooperation of ALA's Public Libraries Division and Division 
of Libraries for Children and Young People. 


The National Book Committee held a Conference on American Books Abroad at 
Princeton, September 29-30. Attended by approximately one hundred persons, 
broadly representative of the public interest, the Conference discussed major 
barriers to a flow of American books abroad, and recommended action to improve 
the situation. Mr. Arthur A. Houghton, Jr., served as chairman of the Confer- 
ence, Douglas Bryant as General rapporteur, planning details were gnoothly and 
admirably handled by Charles G. Bolte, Executive Director of the National Book 
Committee. A published account of the Conference will be distributed shortly. 
The National Book Committee will soon tum its attention to libraries as major 
instruments in "a wider and wiser use of books." It is now forming a Subcom- 
mittee on Library Services under the chairmanship of Mr. Rudy Ruggles, a member 
of the Chicago law firm of Snyder, Caldwell and Fagerburg. 


Council, at the Minneapolis Conference, set the Midwinter Meeting 1956 as the 
date by which existing chapters of the ALA must apply for formal redesignation 
as chapters. While it is expected that many applications will be in shape for 
Council action at Midwinter, a number have still not taken the necessary steps. 
These have been reninded that time is getting short. 


The chairmen of ALA boards are elected by the board members. These elections 
have been completed with the following results: Board on Acquisition of Library 
Materials - Edwin E. Williams, Harvard College Library; Adult Education Board - 
Fern Long, Cleveland Public Library; Audio-Visual Board - Vivian Cazayoux, 
Louisiana State Library; Board on Awards - Robert E. Scudder, Philadelphia Free 
Library; Board on Bibliography - Ralph Shaw, Graduate School of Library Service, 
Rutgers University; Board on Bookbinding for Libraries - John Hall Jacobs, New 
Orleans Public Library; Board of Education for Librarianship - Harold Lanoour, 
University of Illinois Library School; International Relations Board - William 
S. Dix, Princeton University Library; Board on Personnel Administration - 
Roberta Bowler, Los Angeles Public Library; Board on Resources of American 
Libraries - Charles W. David, Longwood Library, Kennett Square, Pennsylvania. 


Mrs. Yuri Nakata, who regularly serves as secretary to the Chief of ALA's Office 
of Education for Librarianship, has been designated Administrative Assistant. 
She will handle the work of the Office and work closely with the ALA Board of 
Education for Librarianship until a new chief is appointed to succeed Mias 


Hostetter. 
Dit Ve teyl 


David H. Clift 
October 17, 1955 Executive Secretary 
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How to bury a problem 
before it buries you! 
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When you're faced with the problem of gathering news data in a hurry, 
you can get buried up to your neck in hit-or-miss research. 

Or you can stay in the clear by consulting The New York Times Index 
the fast, dependable guide to facts about past events. 

Twice a month, a new edition of The Index brings you over 20.000 news 
items, classified alphabetically. Each item is dated to show when it may 
have run in other newspapers or news magazines you keep on file. 


And thousands of events are summarized in every issue of The Index 
so thoroughly that you often get all the facts you need. 


In libraries all over the country, The New York Times Index is speeding 
up research and cutting down waste motion. And the cost is low... only $35 
for 24 issues of the twice-monthly Index (a full year’s service) and $35 for 
the Cumulative Annual Volume. Or you can get both at a combination 
price of only $50 for the complete service—a saving of $20. 

If you’ve been passing up the advantages offered you by this famous 
time-saving, labor-saving service, there is no better time than now to get 
your subscription started. Your order, mailed to the Library Services De- 
partment at the address below, will get immediate attention. 


Che New York Cimes 


Times Square, New York 36, New York 
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An Enviable Possession 


EvrzABETH NESBITT 


This article is based on a talk given at 
the Children’s Library Association pro- 
gram meeting at the ALA Philadelphia 
Conference, July 4, 1955. 


When attention has been drawn to it, it is 
striking to realize that the quality in chil- 
dren most frequently commented upon by 
adults is a wonder. There is the 
much quoted passage from Kenneth Grahame, 


sense of 


in which he speaks of children’s simple ac- 
ceptance of the mood of wonderment, of thei: 
readiness to welcome a_ perfect miracle at 
night. J. Donald 
remarks of 
first 
us have, and the first 
How rare are those few 


any hour of the day or 
Adams, 


Grahame’s, 


commenting on these 


writes “It (wonder) is the 
that all of 


that most of us lose. 


possession 


writers who, because their perception of the 
world is genuine and constantly renewed, are 
of help to us in retaining and renewing our 
own, the immortal 
stories of childhood; they are the truly great 
poets—and there are no greater benefactors of 
mankind.” Walter De La Mare, although 
he does not use the word wonder, was think- 
ing of that quality when he wrote in his 
introduction to Bells and Grass, “I know well 
that only the rarest kind of best in anything 
I know 


ossible now 


They are the writers of 


can be good enough for the young. 
too that in later life it is just a 
and fleetingly the 
delight, the untellable JOY and happiness and 


again to recover intense 
fear and grief and pain of our early years, of 
an all but forgotten childhood. I have, in a 
flash, in a momentary glimpse, seen again a 
horse, an oak, a daisy, just as I saw them in 
those early years, as if with that heart, with 
those senses.” It is Andersen saw 
things with that heart, with those ‘senses that 


because 


specialized in library work 
with children at Carnegie 
Library School in Pittsburg 
since 1948 She has been 
associate dean of Carnegie 
Library School and professor 
of library work with children 


ELIZABETH NESBITT 


NOVEMBER, 1955 


his stories have genius; for as Rumer Godden 
truly says, Andersen never lost the “god-like 
power” of giving personality to things that 
have none, “not only toys, but sticks and 
stones, bannister knobs and footstools, cab- 
bages.” The most ordinary flower, the most 
insignificant him things of 
wonder, and each had its story, It was the 
crushing of this faculty of wonder and delight 
in children that Charles Lamb considered the 


insect were to 


greatest sin of the didactic age. 
Although there is an apparent 

mood in all 

something 


nostalgic 
there is also 


meaningful 


these comments, 


more constructively 


than mere retrospective wistfulness. There is 


recognition that a child’s readiness to 
wonder lends to life an expectancy, an exu 


ever 


berance, a significance, a variety of sensation, 
and that without it, there is 
existence, a dreary futility, or a feverish at- 
tempt to compensate by labored and artificial 
means. 


too often only 


It is a usual and natural fallacy to associate 
the instinct of wonder with purely imaginative 
literature, with folk-literature and with 
fantasy. But the dictionary definition of the 
word wonder, as noun and as verb, leaves 
room for much 
noun, it is defined as a cause of surprise or 
astonishment; a marvel, a miracle; and as the 
emotion excited by novelty, or by something 
strange or not well understood, As a verb, the 


broader associations. As a 


definition is to marvel, and secondly to feel 
doubt and curiosity, to query in the mind. A 
sense of wonder may be aroused by realities 
and by One may marvel at the 
indomitable nature of man in his progress as 
revealed in history, at the innate decency, 
goodness, and achievements of man as revealed 
in biography, at the curiosity, mental power, 
ingenuity, and resourcefulness of man as re 
vealed in the records of discovery and 
invention, and science. One may feel 
astonishment and delight and pleasure at the 
phenomena and amazing complexities of the 
natural world, even though one knows that 
immutable laws govern such phenomena and 
complexities. 

If, as children’s librarians, we agree that the 
capacity for wonder that results in the ability 
to live with constant expectancy, to revel in 


fantasies. 
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every new experience to be quickened with 
excitement over every bit of new knowledge, 
is the quality that distinguishes childhood from 
adulthood, and is the most enviable possession 
of childhood, then we must agree that it is a 
quality to be fostered. To enforce this con- 
clusion, may ] bring one more quotation to 
bear upon the point? And if this talk seems 
overfull of borrowings from other minds, it is 
because there is importance in the repetition 
and unanimity of emphasis. Clifton Fadiman 
“Unless our writers for the young 
can repossess that sense of wonder which the 
nineteenth century for all its shortcomings 
was habitually familiar with, the books they 
fashion may become and more compe- 
tent, skillful, morally sanitary, and ideologically 
blameless, but within their pages the miracle 
itself will not be wrought. And if it ceases 
to be wrought, the sense of wonder will be- 
gin to die away in our children, and if that 
happens, there’s not much sense in their being 
children at all. They might as well be born 
adults and have e with In the 
article, Mr. Fadiman makes a statement full 
of meaning to all concerned with making 
available to children books of true distinction 
and of vital appeal, He says, “It is easier to 
exploit a subject than to delight the child 
by suddenly raising the curtain on the human 
heart. But a book is not as good as its sub- 
ject. It is only as good as its writer.” The 
last two sentences have implications which 


once wrote, 


more 


done same 


grow more and more comprehensive, until it 
becomes almost impossib le to confine them 
ance the pattern of « i single talk. A story 


fall into a levee category of children’s 
reading, a subject may be of provenly estab 
lished interest to children. But that is not 
enough, The test is whether the book re- 
creates in some way the spirit of childhood 
itself, so that the child in the 
reading of it, and finds himself in the world 
the book creates. The matter for analysis is 
not the story, not the subject, but how the 
author tells the story, how he imparts his 
wisdom, upon what knowledge, or recollection, 


may 


lose *s himse If 


or retention of childhood he draws to create a 
book which the child will 
own, whether it is intended for him or not. 
Indeed it is a temptation to say with Mr. Fadi- 
man that it would be a far better and wiser 
thing if fewer authors wrote with the phrase 
“child audience” in mind, since the very idea of 
such an audience seems to have, at times, a pa- 
ralyzing and inhibiting effect. Rather should 
they write out of a compulsive memory of 


recognize as his 
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time of life when the world was a thing of 
wonder and delight, when joy and happiness, 
and grief and pain too, were so intense as to be 
almost physical sensations. It is because 
The Yearling was so written that children 
have adopted it. It is because Beatrix Pot- 
ter’s books were so written that their vital 
appeal never grows less. Reduced to mere 
skeleton of story, her books might seem to 
be no different than those written in at 
tempted imitation, footless, inane, shallow 
attempts to capture the excellence of her 
spirit. Again there is nothing particularly 
unique in the plot of Treasure Island, but there 
is great uniqueness in the writing. On the 
surface, Robinson seems to have a 
dull, pedestrian realism, but it is an informed, 
a life-like realism, More importantly, the 
book has that epic quality of gathering to- 
gether in one culminating moment the mean- 
ing and significance of the story. Big Tiger 
and Christian is an panorama of 
human existence, with again one moment of 
illumination when the secret of the book and 
of human greatness seems close to revelation. 
The originality of Arthur Ransome’s books lies 
in his capture of the seriousness, 
and imaginative quality of the play spirit of 
childhood. The nonsense of Mary Poppins is 
nonsense inspired by the author's recognition 
of a child’s readiness to accept the extraordi- 
nary, that which is wonder-ful, full of wonder 
Tom Sawyer, and Huckleberry Finn, Honk the 
Moose, and Homer Price are books instinct 
with the spirit of boyhood. All these 
which have literature for children, in 
the true been books which have 
created some kind of world which some child 
Not every world is 
some 


Crusoe 


‘ o 
amazing 


earnestness 


books 
bec ome 
sense, have 
recognizes as his own. 

for every child. That 
achieved what may be called universal popu 
larity should not blind us to the fact that if 
we seek originality in children’s books, then 
we must accept the fact that this same origi- 
nality will bring into emphasis the individual 
differences among children, which are no less 
great than those among adults. Neither com- 
plete nor popularity is the 
criterion. The former is rarely possible because 
each person’s private world is uniquely his 
own. The second cannot be demanded be- 
cause the greater the book the less immediately 
comprehensible it is. If easy and quick popu- 
larity were the gauge, there a be little 
need for trained children’s librarians. The 
obligation of a children’s librarian is to recog- 
nize the truth of the statement so often ab 


books have 


immediate 
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that only the best is good enough for the 
young, that the zest and eagerness, the sense 
of wonder, of youth is deadened when it is 
fed the mediocre. 

It is essential that we should look at the 
other side of each book, at the world behind 
the surface qualities of plot and incident and 
character, which are but the outward mani- 
festations of the inner spirit of the the book. 
If we find on the other side emptiness, or 
mere pedanticism, or artificiality deriving from 
substitutions of adult interests and preoccupa- 
tions then we may be sure that this book is 
not a part of children’s literature, though it 
may be one that they will read—and forget. 

If we did this more often, if we learned to 
recognize when a book has the power to give 
some child that almost “fearful” sense of en- 
largement, as Mr. Fadiman calls it, we would 
incur less frequently certain fallacies of book 
selection, both for the ae and for the 
individual child. One of the constant prob- 
lems is the trial and error aspect, the infre- 
quency with which the true response is cor- 
rectly defined. To some degree, this is in- 
evitable, since we are adults selecting and sug- 
gesting books for a group of people very differ- 
ent from This difficulty leads to 
further incidental errors—to an inclination to 
distrust children’s appreciation of what seems 
to the adult too subtle or too difficult. In turn, 
this inclination leads to a tendency to select 
in greater numbers books of more obvious ap- 
peal, and those which do not need thought 
and analysis on the part of the selector. 
Greater attention to the inner spirit of a story 
might enlighten us to ways in which we might 
introduce those books which need introduction. 
Neither for purposes of professional reviews, 
or of book talks to children, least of all, of 
personal conversation with children, is it 
enough to be able to give a mere résumé of a 
book. Perception of the other side of a story 
would help in avoiding superficial labelling of 
books by type of story. To type The Doll's 
House, Impunit Jane, Hitty, Miss Hickory, 
and Floating Island as doll stories is accurate 
as far as it goes, but it does not go nearly far 
enough. The real stories have wide differ- 
ences and it is these differences which make 
the world of each book a different world. So 
it is with adventure stories, with fantasy, with 
historic fiction, with any book or group of 
books that has quality and distinction because 
the authors have something to say and say it 
well, so as to illuminate the theme or idea that 
has given rise to the story. Johnny Tremaine 
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stands out among all fiction dealing with the 
Revolutionary period. And it does so, not so 
much because it is well written, and based 
on sound knowledge, but because of that one 
moment when James Otis, coming unbidden 
to a meeting of the leaders of the revolutionary 
movement, says, “it is for a simple thing that 
we... fight . that a man may stand up.” 
In that one moment, the whole impact, not 
only of the book, not only of the American 
Revolution, but of the entirety of man’s long 
struggle for freedom, is expressed with a sim- 
plic ity impre ssive in its inte nsity, 

The whole problem re ‘solves itself into this 
-what is the most distinguishing and the most 
precious characteristic of childhood? Is it the 
sense of wonder with all the limitless sugges- 
tions involved in that word? And if it is, that 
faculty a thing to be envied, as the people 
quoted earlier believe? If it is, and if books 
help to sustain and cultivate it, what kind 
books? On this point, it is not likely that there 
will be complete agreement, The disagree 
ment is part of a larger conflict, between ad 
miration and respect for all that is scientifi 
cally and objectively measurable, and the fact 
that man’s inner life consists of subjective states 
of mind and emotion; conflict between the em 
phasis upon material security and the fact that 
man’s chief aim remains the pursuit of happi- 
ness, a condition not guaranteed by phy sical or 
financial security; conflict between conformity 
and individuality; conflict between the litera- 
ture of knowledge and the literature of power, 
or, if preferred, the literature of 
enlightened existence and the literature of 
mere literalness. Certainly there can 
denial of the value, the need, and the place 
of the literature of knowledge. But that ad 


between 


be no 


mission does not involve approval of the sub 
ordinating of humane literature to didacticism 


and pedanticism. There is no intention here 
of imposing a point of view upon a whole 
group. There is the intention of suggesting 
that the writing, the selection, and the use of 
books with children show evidences of a con- 
fusion which is part of a larger confusion, and 
are therefore matters for thought and discus- 
sion. There is nothing more admirable than 
the concern of adults for children, and yet that 
same concern often manifests itself in dis- 
tortion. The development of children’s litera- 
ture shows that in every period of strain and 
stress books for children have become the 
vehicles for the fears and preoccupations of 
adults. Equally the history of children’s litera- 
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An Experiment in Library Adult Education 


The Library-Community Project 


RutH WARNCKE 


D1rEeEcTor, 


Four states, Kansas, Maryland, Michigan, and 
lennessee, have become the focal points for a 
two year nation wide experiment in library 
adult education, Eighteen state agencies ap- 
plied for grants under the project, which was 
made possible by a grant bene the Fund for 
Adult Education to the American Library As 
sociation. Operation began on September J 

The four states were chosen by the ALA 
Adult Education Board not only on the merit 
of their applications, but bec ause they represent 
different geographical areas, types of 
agency Organizations, types and size of pilot 
libraries, and kinds of development in adult 
education. What happens as a result of the 
project in each of these states will be signifi 
cant to other libraries in the country. 


state 


Some aspects of the project are common to 
the four states. In each state the state library 
extension agency administers the project. Each 
state has a project director, Each has selected 

oe, libri ury for experiment and demonstra- 
sien. tach will deve lop other activities on a 
a and will make full use of the 
educational resources within the state. 

The pilot library will make a community 
study to determine the nature and extent of the 
educational resources for adults, and the educa 
tional needs and interests which are not being 
met. A careful review of the results will be 
made in relation to legitimate library functions 
in the field of adult education, A library self 
study will indicate the scope of the activities 
the pilot library can undertake. With this basis, 
the library can plan and begin the operation of 
a continuing adult education program, 


state basis, 


Since the pilot library will have no increase 
in staff or budget to undertake the project, the 
state project director will explore the resources 
of state colleges and universities and other edu- 
cational institutions and associations for serv- 
available to local li- 
The citizens of the pilot community 
will be asked to assist in planning and execut- 
ing the community study, 


ices, materials, and advice 


braries, 


and in establishing 
the public relations program for the project. 
The Board of Trustees in each 
promised active cooperation. 


instance has 
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LinBarRY-COMMUNITY PROJECT 


The Project personnel discusses the princ iple on 
which the Library-Community Project is based at 
a conference held at the Edgewater Beach Hotel 
in Chicago on Sept. 7-10, 1955. L. to R.: Mrs 
Loleta D. Fyan, director, Michigan State Library; 
Mrs. Muriel Javelin, consultant, ALA Library 
Community Project; Clifford B. Wightman, direc 
tor, Hackley Public Library, Muskegon, Michigan; 
Muriel Fuller, Library-Community Project direc 
tor, Michigan State Library; Louise F. Rees, head 
of Consultant Division, Michigan State Library 


The kinds of adult education activities to be 
developed in each pilot library cannot be pre 
dicted. Ottawa, Kansas is a small city with a 
relatively stable population of about 10,000. 
The library is in a Carnegie building, large for 
the size of the in excellent condi 
tion for activities 


community, 
and with extensive space 
he library has been an important institution in 
Ottawa since the days when the town supported 
the second largest Chautauqua in the country. 
Ottawa Public Library will develop a differe nt 
kind of program from the one which Hackley 
Public Library in Muskegon, Michigan will 
plan, 

Hackley has outgrown its downtown build 
ing in Muskegon, an industrial and trade city on 
Lake Michigan. The comparatively large staff 
and collection at Hackley are strained to meet 
the needs of a community which has grown 
rapidly since World War II and looks forward 
to new growth as a port on the Great Lakes 


Seaway. 
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The county library in Wicomico County in 
Maryland, and the Reg gional Library at C ‘linton, 
Tennessee different circumstances which 
will affect their planning for adult education 
activities. The Wicomico County Library is 
located in Salisbury, a town of 20,000 and 
serves, with a bookmobile and deposit stations, 
another 20,000 people in the rural area sur- 
rounding it. A trading and business center for 
four counties, Salisbury is growing and chang 
ing with the recent establishment of new indus 
tries. The library, 
building, pressure of the 


face 


county 
feels the 
community, 
The Clinch-] 
on funds appropriated by the state legislature, 
and under a 


with an outgrown 


changing 
‘owell Regional Library operates 


between the 
Library and Archives 
counties belong to the re 


in which there are 27 


contract regional 


board and the Tennessee 
Commission. Five 
small libraries. A 
bookmobile serves the libraries 
Since the of the 
program is in the relationship between the re 
gional library and its local units, the La Follett 
Public focus of the 


community study. 


gion, 
and deposit sta 
tions 


essence regional library 


Library was chosen as the 


At a conference in Chicago, September 7-10 
the project personnel from the four states dis 
cussed the principles on which the Library- 
Community Project is based, They constructed 
a list of basic educational needs of adults, rang 


ing from the need to know how to meet the 


aK 
i 


J Fre nch, 


Libraries 


L. to R 
Traveling 


Zelia extension librarian, 
Commission, Kansas; Ruth 
Warncke, director, ALA Library-Community Proj 
ect; Dean Lingle, Project 
director, Traveling Libraries Commission, Kansas 
Nell Barnaby, Librarian, Carnegie Free Library, 
Ottawa, Kansas. Taken at Chicago 
of Library-Community Project personnel 


Library-Community 


Conference 
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problems of family living to the need to under- 
stand world political problems. From this and 
similar lists available in educational literature 
they will determine what they need to know 
about their own communities before any study 
is begun. 

Mrs. Grace Stevenson, director of the Office 
for Adult Education, emphasized at the Chi 
cago conference that the interpretation of li- 
brary adult education is a broad one, The 
library that provides a good collection of ma- 
terials to meet educational needs is performing 
All other services 
exhibiting 
offering 


an adult education service. 
are built on this, and they are legion 


subject collections, providing lists, 
reader guidance informally or through a spe 
cial position or department, helping clubs and 
organizations to plan materials centered pro 
grams on educational topics providing institutes 
for program planners, cooperating with other 
agencies in developing community adult educa 
tion activities, sponsoring discussion groups OF 
other types of programs in the library, and 
library, Mrs 


pointed out, will develop those activities which 
within the 


many others Each Stevenson 


meet its community needs and are 


scope of the library’s human and materials 
resources, 

In addition to its pilot library activity each 
At some 
stage, each will use the experience of the pilot 
library 


in the 


state will develop a broader program, 


as a demonstration for the other libraries 
either at 
spec ial workshop 


association meet 
VW orkshops ol 


adult education 


state, a state 
ing, or in 
institutes on other aspects of 
such as leade rship training, film usage, or com 
munity study, will be developed as the librari 
and interest, At 


least one state is planning a survey of library 


ans in the state exhibit need 
adult education activities within the state as one 
part of the project. 

Since the library 
ind activity are of equal importance in the 
Library each of the 
agencies invited four representatives of 


and the community interests 


Community Project four 
state 
the community to join them in ¢ hicago for the 
last day and a half of the conference. Trustees 
university and agricultural extension represen 
tatives, library association officers, school 
ministrators and adult educators joined in dis 
cussions of the use of community resources, 
plans for statewide meetings, and the use of the 
consultant. 

The consultant service of the project has sev 
eral facets. Each state will have a continuing 
consultant from the headquarters office of the 


project, who will keep in constant communica 
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tion with the state project and assist wherever 
possible. Muriel Javelin will serve as continu- 
ing consultant in Michigan, Eleanor Phinney in 
Maryland, Robert E, Lee in Tennessee, and 
Ruth Warncke in Kansas. Len Arnold, ALA 
Consultant on Public Relations, will give con- 
tinuing assistance in this. Since each of the 
yroject consultants has special experience in 
such fields as community study, leadership 
training, film programs, work with the aging 
and program planning, each will be ‘available 
as needed in the other states. Where the skills 
of a subject specialist not available in the public 
service institutions of the state are needed the 
national project budget will permit the em- 
ployment of such a person. 

Consultant service will be available to librar- 
ies outside of the grant areas also, within the 
limits of the project funds and staff. The serv- 
ice is designed to assist libraries and library 
associations in planning and executing activities 
which will develop knowledge, skills, and inter- 
est in adult education, and will motivate the 
participants to undertake adult education activi- 
ties. To avoid duplicating of effort, all requests 
must be made through a state library agency. 

The Library-Community Project is built on 


the experiences of the other adult education 
projects developed by the American Library 
Association with grants from the Fund for 
Adult Education. Without the facts from the 
survey on adult education in public libraries, 
the demonstration of locally sponsored discus- 
sion groups provided by the American Heritage 
Project, and the experiment with varied pro- 
grams in 20 communities under the Adult Edu- 
cation Sub-grant Project, the new project could 
not have been constructed. It is fitting, there- 
fore, that one of its responsibilities is to con- 
tinue the American Heritage Project in eight 
areas. Of these, Ohio, adult and young adult, 
and the young adult programs in Georgia, and 
in the Greater Boston area will be in their sec- 
ond year. Connecticut, New Jersey, Washing- 
ton, and the Watertown Reg gion of New York 
will be completing their third year. 

The libraries and communities which partici- 
pate in any part of the Library-Community 
Project will contribute to a body of knowledge 
which should be of use to the entire profession. 
Successes and failures will be equally meaning- 
ful. From it we should learn something of how- 
to-do-it, but more important, what-to-do, and 
above all, why. 
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Streamlining the Miami Beach Conference 


Joun §. RicHarps 


ALA President and Chairman, ALA Program Committee 


How ALA Annual Conferences /be 
streamlined to avoid the frustration of the ayer- 
age member over conflicting meetings; to niake 
available more free time to enjoy the rpsort 
setting of the 1956 Conferences; and to pelim- 
inate the extra time and expense incidental to 
pre-conference workshops? | 

Your Program Committee has undertg4ken to 
do something about this, and this statefnent is 


can 


an appeal to all programming units fpr their 
cooperation, as well as for the informatifm of the 
individual members of the Association 

First of all, we have this year enlarged the 
Program Committee to include the presidents 
of the seven ALA divisions as well/as a wide 
representation of librarians from /the South 
are meeting for the first/ time in 20 
This enlarged committee ji 


where we 
years unanimous 
in wishing to correct the overloaded schedule 
which yearly faces ALA members jn attendance 
at the conference 


We have divided the 


convention week into 


Luncheon 


8:00-9:30 |10:00/-12:00) 12:30-1:30 


Sunday 
June 17 


Monday 
June 18 


Work shop 
or Group 


Meetings 


Workshop 
or Group 


Mee tings 


I uesday 
June 19 


Wednesday 
June 20 


Chursday 
June 21 


Council or 
(seneral 


Session 
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zones, allowing for different types of activities 
in each zone, as indicated in the accompanying 
illustration. From this it can be seen that Sun 
day from 2-10 p.m. has been earmarked for 
workshops or group meetings as have 8-9;30 
a.m. daily and 10 a.m.-12 noon daily, except for 
the one period on Friday, It is expected that 
the Sunday afternoon and the a morning 
zones will be reserved for workshops and the 
10-12 zone will be used for other programming, 
although there is no reason why these activities 
cannot be interchangeable in these time zones. 
The plan is to set aside certain hours for all 
business meetings and to encourage the divi 
sions and other orogram units to coordinate 

present joint meetings when 
and 


their programs anc 


ever possible in order to tighten up 


strengthen program content and to present a 
more unified conference. 

It is planned to have one or two more Gen 
eral Sessions than has recently been the prac 
tice, and we hope that these additional Gen 
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eral Sessions may be devoted to the interests 
of the divisions, possibly taking the form of 
joint programs ee by more than one 
division. Actually, there would be no reason 
why the 10-12 zone should not allow for joint 
meetings of several divisions open to the entire 
membership; thus virtually providing for still 
more General Sessions. As we move into the 
implementation of the Management Survey, it 
is felt that the divisions will have common in- 
terests and problems which can best be taken 
care of by joint meetings. At Miami Beach, 
those attending the conference will be housed 
in a few adjacent hotels and will be in closer 
contact than is sometimes possible. For this 
reason, closer program relationships between 
the component parts of the Association will be 
possible next year, and would seem to fit the 
special needs of the Miami Beach conference 

It is obvious that this pattern will provide 
fewer separate meetings at Miami Beach than 
at Philadelphia and ~- it is feasible only if all 
sub-divisions of ALA are willing to cooperate 
by adapting their arene ams to fit the schedule 
printe ‘d herewith. This is an experiment in 
programming which seems called for by recent 
criticism by our membership and by the exi- 
gencies of this particular conference. Your 
Progr im Committee believes that it is worth 
trying and that there will be definite rewards 
in arranging fewer and better meetings, which 
will be attended by a larger proportion of the 
membership 

We aa your help and welcome your sug- 


gestions. 


Margaret Mann Citation 


Nominations are being sought for the 1956 
Margaret Mann Citation award. Librarians 
who have made a distinguished contribution 
to the profession through cataloging and classi 
fication are eligible. The contribution may 
have been through publication of significant 
professional literature, participation in profes- 
sional cataloging associations, or valuable con 
tributions to practice in individual libraries. 
The nominees must be members of DCC but 
may be nominated by any librarian 

All nominations should be made, together 
with information upon which recommenda- 
tion is based, not later than January 1, 1956, 
to the chairman of the DCC Committee on 
Award of the Margaret Mann Citation, Mary 
Darrah Herrick, associate librarian, The 
Chenery Library, Boston University College 
of Liberal Arts, 725 Commonwealth Avenue, 
Boston 15, Massachusetts. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF 
AMERICAN LITERATURE 


Volume | Henry Adams to Donn Byrne 
Compiled by JACOB BLANCK 
A must for every library and reference collection 


The complete work, 
in eight or nine 
volumes, will contain 
some 35,000 items by 
300 selected authors, 
from the beginning of 
the Federal period 

up to and including 
writers who died 
before the end of 1930. 
The emphasis is on 
belles lettres; de- 
scriptions of all 

first editions are 
included, with briefer 
notes on first appear- 
ances of any sort, and 
detailed bibliographi- 
cal data 


a 
f Yona) 
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Volume | — AB Sten 
Henry Adams-Donn Byrne 

3,200 entries, 41 authors 

525 pp. 44 pp. illustrations $15.00 


(interleaved edition, $25.00) 


Place your order now 
for Volume | ha 
and continuation leaves” 


YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS 


Tell Them You Saw Their Advertisement in the ALA Bulletin 





FOR WANT OF A NAIL... 
the kingdom was lost 


For want of four votes in the House . . . a library bill was 
lost in 1950. 


Let’s not let it happen in 1956! 
Trustees and librarians can influence passage of the Library 
Services Bill 
SEE your Senators and Representatives about support for 
the legislation (write only if you have to) 
URGE leading citizens to see their Representatives and 
Senators when they recommend a favorable vote 


SUPPORT the Library Services Bill Because 

It affords individuals an opportunity for informational and cultural 
development. 

It will improve library service throughout the United States. 

It will improve all types of library service. It has been stated that 
state programs have been helped by the publicity regarding the 
Library Services Bill. 

It will be administered by the official state library extension agencies. 


FACTS about the Library Services Bill 

It will bring library service to the 27 million citizens now without 
local public library service. 

It will stimulate the states to close the gap between inadequate and 
adequate public library service. 

It safeguards state and local control. 

It will terminate at the end of five years, 

Its maximum cost to the Federal Government will be $7,500,000 
about the cost of a single jet bomber. 

It is supported by the leading education, farm, labor, and civic 
groups 

For further facts see: 
FeperaL Ar ror Lisrary SERVICE IN RuRAL AREAS, Hearings . 
House of Representatives, 84th Cong., Ist Sess., 1955 
Liprary Services Brut iw THe Makino. Wilson Library Bulletin, 
September, 1955. 
Time ror Action. ALA Bulletin, September, 1955. 


TELL your Senators and your Representatives 


to vote favorably for the 


LIBRARY SERVICES BILL S. 205 H.R. 2840 
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They Tra 
look you up! 





r VHE INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE of your community —the people who 


have something to say about your library and its budget 


should look you up in the pages of The Encyclopedia Americana 


If they were to learn only a little bit of what THE AMERICANA tells about 
librarians and library practices, your task would be an easier one, your budget 


probably a healthier one, your position an even more highly regarded one 


In THE AMERICANA, 93 pages are devoted to libraries—past and present, here 
and abroad—and almost every page is packed with eye-opening facts which all 


too few of your fellow townspeople know 


ry 
Sa Y NEED TO KNOW, for instance, that for many years librarianship was 


known as “the worst paid profession” —so poorly paid that only the true mission- 
ary chose to become a librarian. Today, THE AMERICANA will tell them, in a few 
communities, library salaries are beginning to be put on a par with those of 
teachers and education administrators. However in most American communities, 
the junior librarian’s annual salary remains less than $3,000 and this after four 


years of college training and a fifth year of graduate library study 


According to THE AMERICANA, there are thirty-six accredited library schools 
in the United States today. Most of these are graduate library schools affiliated 


with colleges and univeysities 


The practice of certifying librarians, as teachers have long been certified, has 
become increasingly common. In fact, today, in forty-five of our forty-eight 
states, voluntary and mandatory certification laws apply to some types of 


librarians 


And why does today’s professional librarian require five years of college 
and graduate training? THe AMERICANA answers that clearly too. It explains that 
the modern American librarian performs complex tasks of evaluating and select- 
ing literature, of organizing materials, of searching for information, of preparing 
bibliographies, of guiding and stimulating reading by a variety of individual and 


group methods 


How MUCH IS BEING SPENT for library support and how much should be 


spent? THE AMERICANA will tell the people of your community that, as far back 





as 1921, the Council of the American Library Association recommended that 

in each community—a minimum of $1.00 per capita be spent for library support 
This recommendation was amended in 1943 and again in 1948, when the recom- 
mended minimum in areas of over 25,000 population was set at a $1.50 per 
capita; and that, THE AMERICANA stresses, is for limited or minimum service! An 
expenditure of $2.25 per capita was recommended for reasonably good service, 
and $3 for superior service. According to THE AMERICANA, these standards are 
far from being met. THE AMERICANA points out that, in 1954, the total expendi- 
ture in the United States for public library service averaged 96 cents per capita, 


and in only three states was the per capita expenditure $1.50 or more 


Be YOUR TOWN, there are people who, directly or indirectly, have influence upon 


not only your town’s government but also upon your state’s government. If these 
people consulted THE AMERICANA, they would learn that the more progressive 
states are now trying to develop an effective statewide system of public and 
school libraries; that twenty-five states have some form of state grants-in-aid to 
libraries furnishing not only some financial improvement but also minimum 


standards for personnel, services and local support 


Yes, we hope they will look you up in THE AMERICANA. We hope that they will 
learn from THE AMERICANA that the 
American public library service is based 
upon the principle that reading is an 
important part of education and recre- 
ation and that the public library’s gener- 
ous practice of permitting the reader to 
take any reasonable number of books at 


a time is its most important single service. 





‘Ie librarians of the United States are a modest group, quietly and uniquely 
serving the public. There are ennobling and dignifying things to be said for the 
librarian. The librarians will never say these things for themselves. THE 
AMERICANA is pleased that, in these 93 pages of factual material, it has had the 


opportunity to say some of these things for the librarian 


Would you like 


gee The NEW 1955 
to own FREE... , 


AMERICANA 


25,500 pages 

60,000 articles 

10,000 illustrations 

44,000 cross references 
280,000 index entries 

20,000 pages 


completely revised 
(1950-1955) 


hahahah gh 


The Encyclopedia Americana 
2 West 45th Street, New York 36, N. Y 


Gentlemen: Please send me, free and without obligation, 
a copy of the booklet containing the entire Americana 
article on libraries 

NAME 

NAME OF LIBRARY 

STREET 


cITy ZONE STATE 





Boonslick Did It 


VERNA NISTENDIRK 


A special library adult education project 
developed with one of 20 sub-grant awards by 
the American Library Association from a 
$100,000 grant from the Fund for Adult Edu- 
Copies of the official report are 
available from the ALA Office for Adult Edu- 
50 E. Huron, Chicago, Ill. 
“New discussion groups, a new 


cation 


cation, 
library and 
It can’t be done.” That 
was the opinion of many librarian frie _ when 
they heard the sub- 
grant from the 


one trained librarian. 
news of the award of a 
American Library 
to the Boonslick Regional Library. This was 
not the way it was planned. We expected to 
a trained and qualified assistant librarian 
and sufficient library staff to carry on the work. 
We expec ted to have adequate quarters to carry 


canes 
have 


out our plans and had planned our time so that 


it could be done on a logical schedule. 

But a new rural regional library doesn’t work 
out that way. Two brand new country libraries 
and an older but completely inadequate village 
library had banded together to form 
But everything we had was still on paper and 


the nice 


a region. 
new prospective librarians wanted to 
see the desks and chairs and books and space. 

We still recommend our plans, we believe 
that any 
at all times an active 


and must continue 
work with adults. The 
library must not only provide books and ma- 
stimulate adult thought, but 
activate this thought by some planned program, 
either supplementing those already established 
or establishing programs of its own A 
library has audience 
dren but it cannot reach the 

So the grant from the 
cation to the 


library must start 


terials to must 


new 


a ready made in its chil 
adults so easily 
Fund for Adult Edu 


Library Association to 
adult education through sub-grants 


American 
stimulate 


een ooo 


Verna Nistendirk is librarian 
of Boonslick Regional Li 


brary, Sedalia, Missouri 
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to those libraries whose projects seemed best 
able to meet their requirements, seemed made 
to order for this new library. It would give us 
the necessary funds for a special program and 
would help us with the leadership necessary for 
reaching our adults. We wanted a down to 
earth project that would interest almost any 
ordinary citizen. 

Consideration of good family relations and 
problems of community improvement should 
be of value to any community. There might 
have been many ways of using this material but 
the librarian had previously worked with an 
American Heritage Discussion Group and that 
plan of operation seeme od suitable since it would 
provide a trained leadership that could carry 
over to other activities. It would fit in nicely 
with already existing PTA, rural homemakers 
clubs and church programs. It should also ac 
quaint many with the services of the library and 
stimulate them to further reading through the 
introduction of thought-provoking ma- 
terial on each topic discussed, And certainly 
there is no general topic for which there is 
a greater need for a better understanding than 
good family relations 

The Boonslick Regional Library staff started 
work October 15, 1953, circulated its first book 
on November 9, 1953 and received word that 
it was one of the fortunate libraries to be chosen 
for an adult education sub-grant on November 
25, 1953. Favorable publicity appeared in all 
the newspapers of the region and in the Kansas 
City and St. Louis papers. This made a few 
more people of the of the li- 
brary. A new film program and the inaugura- 
tion of book talks to clubs and groups at night 
five days 
a week) provided a means of reaching the 


short, 


aware existence 


(the librarian was on the bookmobile 
adults. 

To start our groups in the fall of 1954, plans 
We decided to keep 


and short and, if possible, 


were made in the spring, 
the material simple 
keep the cost to that which most small or new 
Some books had won- 
derful titles and intriguing pictures but just 
“discussible” Lucy 
Heritage Director for the 
Missouri project, helped find books, pamphlets 
and magazine 


libraries might provide. 
didn’t provide material. 
Lomax, American 
articles that were readable, dis 
cussible and thought provoking. Permission 


was obtained to mimeograph some material 
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where only one chapter or a short article from 
a book or periodical was used. 

Every time we/showed films to groups, made 
talks or in any way contacted them, we dis- 
cussed the new adult education project. We 
talked about it' on the bookmobile and at the 
headquarters libraries in Sedalia and Boonville. 
We discussed it on the air and in weekly news- 
paper articles. Board members and agricultural 
extension hgme agents talked about the project. 





Lone Elm Community Discussion Group, RFD # 2, 
Boonville, Missouri, Mrs. Rudolf Deuschle, leader 
and Mrs. Earl Wendleton, library board member 
are at the end of the table 


In one way or another, information about the 
project got around the area pretty well. 

When a community or an organization in- 
dicated interest in having a discussion group, 
a meeting was arranged. We would talk about 
the topics which might be discussed and ex 
hibit the materials that could be used. We 
would talk about the responsibilities of each 
member in reading materials for discussion and 
say something about the qualities of good 
leadership. The women in one group decided 
they didn’t like to read well enough to under- 
take that type of program. Representatives 
from two communities met to consider a joint 
project but could find no one to take the leader- 
ship training. We felt that the 
project was so dependent upon trained leader 
ship that we could not sponsor nor provide ma 
that training. Sometimes the 


success of the 


terials without 
leader was chosen at the meeting and sometimes 
she was chosen later. With real misgivings two 
groups were formed where only one person ap 
peared to choose the topics for discussion and 
to talk about the operation of the program. 
Strangely enough, these groups were both very 
successful ones. 

Thirteen topics had been listed as possibili- 
ties for discussion and were distributed to the 
groups. From these they were to choose not 
less than six subjects. Segregation, keeping up 
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building your marriage, 
not 


with your teenager, 
and radio, TV, comics and children were 
on the original list but were chosen by one or 
more groups. Family teamwork, parents are 
people, and health—public and private, were 
discussed by practically all the groups. After 
finishing the topics listed two continued with 
additional meetings. Segregation and nutrition 
were extra topics tor one group. 

Trained leadership was the key to the success 
of the program. RK. E. Dooley, American Heri 
tage Training Director, was loaned to the proj 
ect for two and one hi lf days for a series ot five 
‘I hese 
in group leadership, the organization of ma- 
terials, practice work in leading the group and 
a session devoted to problems. This training 
session was held during the first week in Sep 
tember. In November day 
held to pool successes and failures 
the leaders a chance to get together, 

Twelve leaders came for training with a thir 
teenth attending two Two 
groups fell by the Wi iyside and never were or 
ganized, 
Christmas. 


training sessions. covered techniques 


clinic was 


and to give 


a one 


only sessions. 
One did not start sessions until after 

Nine started immediately after the 
training session the first week of September. 
All the leaders women, comparatively 
young, with families and community interests. 
About half the groups were composed of women 
only and met in the daytime. The others met 
in the evenings and were made up of about an 
equal number of men and Some 
groups read most of all materials they received 
including the packet libraries of supplemental 
books and pamphlets. One group read only 
the absolute minimum but proved to do a very 
good job of discussing the pamphlet materials 
and the subject at hand without too much per 
sonal “testimonial.” 

The main difficulty with conducting discus- 
sion groups in the understaffed library was the 
lack of help that the librarian could give them 
Each group was visited early in the series 
if there difficulties, 
was made If the 
dered far off the subject or if there seemed to 
be trouble getting down to basic issues, a talk 
with the leader usually helped. Two leaders 
(who never actually became leaders) dominated 
the discussion injecting their own opinions over 
of the group. Good leader- 
ship seemed to be the most important single 


were 


women. 


and 
seemed to be a return visit 


soon after. discussion wan- 


and above those 
factor in successful group discussion. 

All leaders about getting 
their participants to talk freely. But the first 
meetings of the groups quickly dispelled these 


were concerned 
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By the second or third meeting there 
was good group unity. An adroit leader learned 
to manage too many personal testimonials. In- 
teresting comments were “I learned that my 
children were more average than I thought, 7 
“I've learned to talk over my children’s prob- 
lems with them more freely.” On one evalua- 
tion sheet at the end of the series: “The realiza- 
tion that others have the same problems and 
the talking over of these problems and their 
solutions draws the families of the community 
closer together.” 

Almost all the participants indicated a con- 
tinued interest in some type of discussion 
groups. Many asked for other phases of family 
relations and community betterment. One 
group suggested current affairs or world affairs 
as a possibility for next year. Another sug- 
gested inviting teen-agers and their parents to 
talk over their problems together. Communi- 
ties where groups were not organized this year 
are showing some interest. In northern Pettis 
County there has been interest in problems of 
old age. The Cooper County PTA Council 
president has talked about a joint sponsorship 
of parent education discussion groups ce ontered 
around films on the subject. If the pattern for 
operation can remain similar, we hope to work 
with diversified subjects if there is a desire for 
them 

The influence of the library on most of the 
Many have 


One woman who had 


doubts. 


sine poe has been greater. 


started reading again. 
not read much before indicated that she was 

enjoying reading for the first time. Here is a 

comment of one of the leaders: “I think the 
library is one of the most wonderful things that 

has happer ed to our county. To have good 

reading material means a lot to our children. 

Our teen agers and older people enjoy this 

service so friendly given. I hope it may never 

be taken away.” 

Boonslick Regional Library was not without 
other problems. In Missouri, a petition signed 
by one hundred tax paying citizens, and pre- 
sented to the county governing body, requires 
a revote of the library tax. Non-resident land- 
owners started such a petition in Pettis County 
in January 1955 and the revote was taken at 
the April school election. Two years of drought 
and one of grasshoppers provided a good chance 
of failure. But the vote carried almost two to 
one in favor of the library. Adult use of books 
and reference services, films, book talks and 
discussion groups all contributed to the gen- 
eral library support. 

The influence of the discussion groups has 
Tell Them You Sau 
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OVER 11,000 TITLES 
of the 
BEST BOOKS FOR 
BOYS AND GIRLS 
are listed in 


HUNTTING’S 
STANDARD JUVENILE 
CATALOG 
Revised Through 1955 


Available in 
PUBLISHER’S BINDING 
HUNTTING QUALITY 
BUCKRAM 
PLASTILKLEER* ECONOMY 
BINDING 


also the most complete 
of prebound 
PRIMERS AND READERS 
and EASY BOOKS 


If you have not received your copy, 
send for it today 


THE H. R. HUNTTING CO. 
29 Worthington Street 
Springfield 3, Mass. 
vuver a Half Century Serving 
Libraries and Schools 
* Trade-Mark of Bro-Dart Industries, 


selection 


Inc 


spread far beyond the group me bers. The 
reading lists were “borrowed” by the Missouri 
State Library and reproduced for distribution 
to all libraries in Missouri, The Agricul- 
tural Extension Service sent two copies to each 
County Home Agent in Missouri. The Pettis 
County PTA Council used “Democracy begins 
at home” as the theme for their fall meeting. 
The Cooper County Extension Clubs used a 
demonstration by one of our group at a county 
council meeting. We pointed out to them that 
trained leadership was necessary to carry on 
such a discussion. From that meeting we were 
invited to talk to another C /OOper County farm 
group. At the district meeting of the citizens 
and trustees of the Missouri Library Association 
in the spring, a demonstration was put on to en 
courage other libraries to greater efforts along 
these lines. 

To gain additional library support, to bring 
about better use of library materials, to provide 
a means of improving personalities and com 
munities, to promote better urd itanding, we 
advocate the establishment of « strong adult 
education program. With determination and 
some help from outside sources, a small library, 
a short staffed library and a library with a mod- 
erate income can do it. 


Their Advertisement in the ALA Bulletin 












\ 


aeronautics 


/ ‘ J 
e / / / 7 ae Ty 
/ / | 7 , 
/ 
/ / f 
"IN ATRONAUTICS ONE FINDS \ 
NEW THINGS ONLY \ F 
j \ 
BY LOOKING FOR ,THEM,''—CIERVA ~. i 
i \ ; 
i ‘\ 4 
‘ 4 
' “~~ 





explained for young people the AMERICAN PEOPLES way 


The American Peoples Encyclopedia covers man’s invasion THE AMERICAN PEOPLES 
of the air from the earliest dreams through today’s supersonic ENCYCLOPEDIA 


speeds——into tomorrow probability of atomic-powered air ” M + Vel Usable K led 
agnuwen olurn of the nowlec gé 
craft. Related articles span the field from aerodynamics to 
; 200 distinguished contributors, including 
air warfare. The airmen and airwomen of tomorrow will 15 Nobel prize winne 
find a helpful guide to their future in the section on Career 
in Acronaulu 
This comprehensive and up-to-date treatment of the Walter Dill Scott, 
rapidly growing field of aeronautics is typical of how The Chairman, Editorial Board 


American People s Ency lopedia kee ps abreast of the news of Franklin J. Meine 

: ul ditor-in- Chief 
knowledge in all important fields. You'll like the way the eee tes 
information is organized for maximum utility, and presented 


concisely yet completely with effective use of graphic Phis 





is why so many teachers and 
librarians report that their 
students’ first choice is The 


American People Encye lopedia 


SPENCER PRESS, Inc. 


School and Library Division 
WN. H. Gilbert, Director 
179 N. Michigan Avenue 
Chicago |, iinois 

A publishing affiliate of 
Sears, Roebuck and Co. 


’ 


Write for your copy of The Widening 
Horizons. The story of how a mod 
ern encyclopedia meets the growing 
challenge of the times. 
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Florida Menu 


LEON OpELL GRIFFITH 


It is not true that Florida librarians arise 
before dawn to worship the sun or tromp off in 
a group for a noon dip in the surf, and as yet 
even with Miami—the circulation desk girl has 
work attired in a_ blinding 
jut perhaps there is some basis for 


not reported for 
sarong. 
these hinterland mirages, as members of the 
American Library Association will see after they 
arrive in the Sunshine State for their 1956 con 
vention 

But before putting knife and fork to the 
piece de résistance, we would like to display out 
best table manners: Florida will welcome all 
ALA members; and as hosts, Florida librarians 
along with us University of Florida Press mem 


bers—already have hung out the latchkey and 


have begun polishing the Sunday silver. 


Though the statement may be branded an 
exaggeration in Dade (¢ ounty, it sometimes is 
said that there is more to Florida than Miami 
and Miami Beach. In fact, without minimizing 
the Magic City’s many well-publicized tourist 
offerings, the Sunshine State is a smorgasbord 
of attractions. 

An unsullied lady even with a past of five 
nations’ flags, Florida takes an antique collec 
tor’s pride in the two oldest cities in the United 
States; Pensacola and St. Augustine. 
was founded first, but after the swivet of a 
storm without the succor of a Henry Flagler, it 
Augustine in claiming the title 

Both these towns, located in 


Pensacola 


gave way to St 

of Ancient City. 
North Florida, sport forts dating almost from 
the time of Ponce de Leén and other early Span 
ish tourists, 

In busman’s holiday fashion, the ALA mem 
wish to see Florida’s libraries. Did 
front”? Jacksonville 
the Gateway City, claims to have the grand 
Its municipal i 


bers may 


someone say “down in 


daddy of public libraries 
brary was founded in 1878, just as the last of 


now engaged in Florida 

relations, wrote this 
piece when he was promo 
tion manager of the Univer 
sity of Florida Press Mr 
Griffith's first novel, A Long 
lime Since Morning, twas 
released last year by Ran 
dom House 


public 
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the carpet baggers completed construction of his 
motel, Nearly all other Florida towns and 
cities possess libraries, most of them within 
walking distance of the beach where a book 
makes an excellent headrest and also helps in 
keeping sand out of the hair. 

And for 


libraries on the 


there are the 
each of Florida’s 
The University of 
its centennial in 


an academic salad, 
campus of 
universities and colleges. 

Florida 
1953, has an imposing 
500,000 volumes; 


brary is the most popular spot on campus, inas 


which celebrated 


structure housing 


during the summer the li 


much as it has the best air-conditioning unit 

At Tallahassee, in North Florida, is Florida 
State University, which until 1947 was Florida 
State College for Women Now a full fledged 
FSU has reported several instances 
of chronic sneezing among stac k workers during 


university, 
recent months. This ailment is the fuliginous 
result of workers being careless with mortar 
dust in the construction of a new library. 

Youngster of the state's three major universi 
ties is the University of Miami, which received 
its first student in 1926. Since that time it has 
grown into a full-fledged university, and one 
which has splendid library facilities. 

Other Florida universities and colleges in 
clude the University of Tampa; Lakeland’s 
Florida Southern College, whose buildings were 
designed by Frank Lloyd Wright; Rollins Col 
lege at Winter Park, which recently completed 
its new Mills Memorial Library; Stetson Univer 
sity at DeLand; Florida A. & M. University, 
lallahassee; Bethune-Cookman College at Day 
Beach; and junior colleges in Jackson 
ville, Pensacola, St. Petersburg, and Marianna 
All have fine libraries, or they have undertaken 
library expansion projects, 

Having provided double-dip servings to the 
lovers of old Spanish forts and campus libraries, 
we still have for those without a taste for these 


tona 


sweetmeats an ample supply of other choice 
morsels. For, drawing quickly from the hip 
Florida is bigger, pardner, than Texas: not in 
acreage or range cattle numbers but in miles 
of silver beaches where Adam took Eve on 
man’s first honeymoon. 

Without minimizing the importance of the 
l'aj Mahal, Buckingham Palace, and the Alamo, 


or engaging in a technical discussion about the 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


ITALY 
ENGLAND 
FRANCE 


The members of last Summer's Session in the Gardens of the Jnd Annual School 


Direction des Bibliotheques de France. Among them are: M Pierre LELIEVRE, 





Inspecteur General des Bibliotheques de France, Adjoint au Directeur 
M. Payl POINDRON, Conservateur en Chef, Chef du Service Technique 2s . oo ° 
, ¢ rf F v ‘ a 

de la Direction des Bibliotheaqves de France; Mile. Pavle SALVAN ) iel Studies im 
Conservateur ov Service Technique de la Direction des Bibliotheques de 
France; Mile. CHAUMIE, Bibliothecaire au Departement des Entrees , ° 

‘ 4 “ Q “oe ’ ° 
de la Bibliotheque Nacionale; M. Jacques LETHEVE, Bibliothecaire av European Archit es, 
Departement des Estampes de la Bibliotheque Nacional-Secretaire Genral 


de |'Association des Bibliothecaires Francais; Mme. DREVET, Conservateur ] ‘b oe d 
a la Bibliotheque de | Universite de Paris, a la Sorbonne; Mme FLECHE AOVATLES AN 
SALGUES, Bibliothecaire a | Universite de Paris, a la Sorbonne; and 


Dr. Michel Otero de Montmoline, President of the Institutes and Founder 


of the School of Field Studies Museums 


Graduate lecture—seminars with the fore 
most specialists in their fields giving the 
lectures. 6 units of graduate credit granted 
for full attendance. Approximate duration, 
one month. 


SPRING SESSION IN MAY 1956 
SUMMER SESSION IN JULY 1956 


Inclusive price of $750.00 includes the three 
countries, Italy, England and France, trans 
portation, lodgings, studies, excursions, et 

plus transatlantic round trip (tourist class) on 


luxury liners of the French Line, U. S. Line, 





Cunard Line, Greek Line, etc. Make applica 


Attending one of the principal lecture-seminars 
tion early for preferred sailings on these lines in Rome, given in the old medieval University of Ancient 


Rome. The lecturer is the distinguished Professor, Doctor 
LODOLINI, Superintendent of the Archives of Italy. In 


Make inquiry by letter only, stating position  cuded in the above photograph is Professor Doctor 
‘ GIANNINI, President of the Society of Dante. The 


lecture was given in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


SCHOOL OF FIELD STUDIES 


Box 1405 Beverly Hills, Calif. 


and professional background, to 


Descriptive Brochure with Photographs 
of 1955 Session 
Available in Late October 
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numerous places where George Washington 
slept, ate, and performed other rituals, tourists 

nd millions of dollars annually to visit 
Florida beaches. And ALA members may wish 
to bring along the sunburn lotion, swim suit4, 
and—for hidden beach observation—a large pair 
of smoked glasses. If you are allergic to the 
surf, do not be disturbed. Few go near the 
water, 

Ponce de Leén was no mean man at the bat 
even if he did get booed soundly by the Red 
Skins in the bleachers. Of course he was 
thirsty, so he tried for a homer on the fountain 
of youth strike. Owing to a technicality, the 
run was in doubt for a couple of centuries, but 
suffice it to say that Florida at last count did 
have at least one fountain of youth. 
is located at St. Augustine. 

If you care to lunch on peanuts with an ele- 
phant, then the Chamber of Commerce will 
give you a special welcome at Sarasota, the 
winter home of the famous Ringling Brothers, 
Barnum and Bailey Circus. Should the circus 
be out of town—and half of it may be with 
Betty Grable again—you still can get the spun- 
cotton and sawdust flavor at the Museum of the 
American Circus, a part of the John and Mabel 


This one 


Solve Your Periodical 


Filing Problems With 
MAGAFILES 


Over @ Million Sold in 
Last 15 Years — Proof 
Positive of MAGAFILE's 
Unequaled Value for the 
Economical Storage of 
Magazines and Pam- 
phiets! Other uses too! 


39 SIZES FOR LOW-COST LIBRARY 
FILING NEEDS—LASTING KRAFT- 
BOARD CONSTRUCTION IN ATTRAC- 
TIVE BUCKRAM-LIKE FINISH—LA- 
BELS INCLUDED FOR EASY INDEXING 


MAGAFILE File Cases are Shipped Flat, are Easy 
to Store and require Only Seconds for Assembly. 
A “Must” for All Libraries because they Eliminate 
Contty Binding. Write today for Complete Descrip- 
tive Folder at No Obligation. Sample on Request 


Over 5000 Libraries use MAGAFILES! 


The Magafile Company 
P. O. BOX 2615 
MERCHANTS STATION 
ee Oo) oe bea) 
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Ringling Museum of Art. John Ringling spent 
his money to build the museum and then he 
willed it to the State of Florida, The library, 
incidentally, contains more than 1600 volumes 
on various phases of art history. 

And here, it is said, one can see a Rembrandt, 
an El Greco, or a Rubens. Should there be an 
authenticity addict in the crowd, remember that 
Barnum alre vady has had his say. 

Or if none of these things appeals to you, 
remember that a gourmet with the wallet of a 
beggar still can get his fill in Florida. There 
are miles of orange and grapefruit groves 
bordering the highways, long roads beside the 
Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean; lake, 
river, and deep-sea fishing; water skiing, and 
finally, the humble pastime of lolling in the 
sun 

So saying it humbly but with a chamber of 
commerce brass band as a backdrop, we con- 
tend that Florida will offer something special 
for the taste of every librarian—a load of lubber 
will be flown into the state for the sled dogs of 
the Alaskan delegation and a supply of smog 
masks will be me hs available for Californians 
who just possibly may suffer nostalgia. 

Now, excuse us please from the table. 


LIBRARIANS: ATTENTION! 
IF others have failed Y-O-U 


why not try us on your wants for 


OUT-OF-PRINT*3320 BOOKS 


Our record of 32 years success in this feild as pioneers has 
enabled us to achieve a high percentage of results through 
our world-wide network of associate dealers, antiquarians, 
collectors, agents, and others, in the book field. 


PLEASE SEND US YOUR LIST OF WANTS TODAY 


We report quickly at lowest prices. 
No charge. No obligation. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY SERVICE 
117 West 48th Street, Dept. L, New York City 36, N.Y. 
P.S. Please refer your readers to us when they ask for a 


book you cannot supply 
WE ALSO BUY BOOKS AND MAGAZINES YOU NO 
LONGER NEED. SEND US LISTS. 


FOLKWAYS RECORDS 


World's leading producer of AUTHENTIC folk music 
on RECORDS including THE ETHNIC FOLKWAYS 
LIBRARY which contains an unusual selection of 
the music of over 200 peoples; recorded on loea- 
tion by native orchestras and voeal groups: each 
Long Play Heeord is secompanied by extensive 
notes by famous collectors and recognized authori- 
ties 

And the famous SONGS TO GROW ON series for 
children. ANTHOLOGY OF JAZZ and AMERICAN 
FOLK MUSIC, INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE AND 
LITERATURE SERIES. 

Most of the issues are original recordings on 
HIGH FIDELITY—40-18,000 eyeles. ALL FOLK- 
WAYS RECORDS are guaranteed for quality of 
reproduction and content. 


For complete catalogue write to: 


FOLKWAYS RECORDS & SERVICE CORP. 
117 W. 46th St.. New York 34, NLY. 
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TWICE THE BOOKS IN YOUR PRESENT SPACE... 
} .»» EACH EASILY ACCESSIBLE..... WITH 


More books than space? A familiar dilemma, but easily solved with 
Compo stacks. Remarkable sliding steel shelves let you store 
books on three sides of each Compo sliding drawer. All books 
are easy to reach and you double your book capacity, 
yet actually provide more open floor space. 
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Name of this modern, Hamilton-equipped library on request 


This spacious library once faced the problem of 
more books than space. The only answer: Hamil 
ton’s Compo stacks, which actually doubled book 
capacity. Here’s a way to open up your book area 
for chair: study tables, and smoother traffic 
control 


HAMILTON MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
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Completely modern and functional, Compo 
stacks are available with lock-equipped 
compartments for special books and papers 
Equally good looking and durable are the 
popular Hamilton-Standard and Continuous 
Upright steel stacks, with easily adjustable 
shelves. Write for complete information. 
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A ry COMPO STACK 
; with lock-equipped compartment 
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ss DIAGRAM 1 


Compo wall stacks “a,” dia 
gram 2, are of equal book 
capacity to all conventional 
stacks, diagram | 
CONTINUOUS UPRIGHT 


Compo wall stacks “a” with 
the addition of Compo stack 
“b” are double the book ca 
pacity of conventional ar 
rangement, diagram | 


HAMILTON-STANDARD 


Two Rivers, Wisconsin 
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Overdue Finds 


On one occasion he (Henry David Thoreau) went to the University Library to procure some 
books. The librarian cleat es lend them. Mr. Thoreau repaired to the Pre »sident, who stated 
to him the rules and usages, which permitted the loan of books to resident graduates, to clergymen 
who were alumni, and to some others resident within a circle of ten miles’ radius from the ¢ college. 
Mr. Thoreau explained to the President that the railroad had destroyed the old scale of distances, 

that the library was useless, yes, and President and College use ‘less, on the terms of his rules, 

—that, at this moment, not only his want of books was imperative but he wanted a large number 
of books, and assured him that he, Thoreau, and not the librarian, was the proper custodian of 
these. In short, the President found the petitioner so formidable, and the rules getting to look so 
ridiculous, that he ended by giving him a privilege which in his hands proved unlimited thereafter. 


emMU Press, 1954, p. 26-7 


RALPH WALDO EMERSON 
Thoreau: A Century of Criticism 
edited by Walter Harding 


Submitted by: H. Vail Deale, director of libraries, Beloit (Wis.) College Libraries 


It is easy enough to store information in our own minds, in a library, in a filing system or in 
a computing machine, but it always seems to be exasperatingly difficult to get it out again. 


ISAAC PITMAN & SONS, LonDON, 1955, p. 323 B. V. BowpEen 
Submitted by: William 8. Stoddard, Jr., assistant librarian Faster Than Thought A Symposium on Digital 


School of Business Administration, University of Michigan C 
Jomputing Machines 
Ann Arbor } at 5 fa as 


A FREE MEMBERSHIP in ALA good for one year will be given for each submitted quotation used in this department To be valid 
quotations must be from non-library publications Subject matter should generally be concerned with libraries, librarians, books 
and allied subjects. Length should be lees than 250 words. Source must be stated in full 

The staff of the ALA Bulletin will be sole judge in the selection of quotations used If duplicate quotations are received, priority 
will be given the one bearing the carliest postmark, Quotations cannot be returned nor correspondence answered 

Ifa quotation submitted by an ALA member is published, the award of membership will be given to any non-member designated 


by the member Address quotations to “Overdue Finds,” ALA Bulletin, ® Huron Street, Chicago 11, Ill 


LIBRARY BINDING IS 


MORE THAN MAGIC! 


The amazing transformation that occurs when Library 
materials are bound by Heckman is like magic, but to 
accomplish this, many factors are involved 
Thousands of dollars worth of machinery must be acquired 
and maintained. 
Adequate and safe plant facilities must be provided. 
Over 100 people must be thoroughly trained to perform 
the intricate hand processes that good book binding requires. 
The Production department must keep rigid schedules, quality work- 
manship and maintain the morale of a highly skilled plant 
Financial structures must be sound to be able to buy raw materials 
BOUND in large quantities, discount invoices and keep collection terms 
TO liberal 
PLEASE YES, Library Binding is more than magic, dealing with Heckman 
means assurance of quality bindings and service extraordinary. 
Contact Heckman today! 


(CERTIFIED) Phone 615, North Manchester 


UBAARY GenOt RD 


NORTH MANCHESTER, INDIANA 
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1956 ALA Conference 


Miami Beach, Fla., June 17-23 


The Fontainebleau Hotel will serve as head 
quarters for the Miami Beach ALA Conference. 
Exhibits, registration, staff offices, and as many 
meetings as can be accommodated will be lo- 
cated there. 

In addition to the Fontainebleau, a group of 
hotels within a given distance has been se 
lected for the use of conference delegates with 
the help of the Miami Beach Convention Bu- 
reau, and the ALA has made contractual agree- 
ments with These hotels with their 
addresses and rates are listed on page 577. A 
map is also included showing the location of 
these hotels in the area in which the Conference 
will be concentrated, 


each. 


Requests for reservations should be made 


after December 1, 1955, according to directions 
given below. As far as possible your prefer- 
ences will be followed, and you will receive 
confirmation of the reservation made for 
you, 

~ Rooms not reserved by June 1, 1956, will no 
longer be held for ALA use, although if rooms 
are available, reservations will be honored up 
to the opening day of the Conference. 

As always, single rooms are limited. In some 
cases room rates are the same for single or 
double occupancy. 

Mail your request addressed to the Ameri 
can Library Association Housing Bureau, P.O 
Box 1511, Miami Beach, Fla. Copy this form 


giving the information requested, 


GUESTS, PLEASE NOTE: One day's room rent will be charged in the event the Housing Bureau and the Hotel 


are not notified of cancellation 48 hours prior to expected arrival. 


Reservation Request for Hotel Accommodations 
Annual ALA Conference, June 17-23, 1956 


Please make reservations noted be low 
Hotel . 
Hotel . 
Hotel . 
Hote! 
Hotel 


{] Single 
[] Double 
[) Suite 


Arriving Miami Beach . 
Leaving Miami Beach . 


Room(s) will be ox cupied by 


Names 


Signed by 
Address 
City and State 


NOVEMBER, 1955 


\ Room for 
/ Rate preferred $ 


(date) 
... (date) 
(Please list all oc« upants) 


First Choice 
Second Choice 
. Third Choice 
Fourth Choice 

Fifth Choice 


Person(s) 


pe r room 


at / .P.M 


Addresses 





iami Beach 


-_-— 
oo 


{ 
Cl 
Ce 
I t 
E 
EF: 
I 
Int 
I 
I 
Pri 
Pr 
Ret 
Sar 
Cas 
>ax 
Sea 
—Sevy 
—SOr 
—~Sov 





Hotels and Rates 


Hotel and Address Double 
$8 
$6-$8 
$4 
$6 
$4-—5—6-8 
$6 
$7 


Atlantis, 2655 Collins Ave. 
Belmar, 2613 Collins Ave. 
Broadripple, 4370 Collins Ave. 
Cadillac, 3925 Collins Ave. 
Claridge, 3500 Collins Ave. 
Continental, 4000 Collins Ave 
Del Prado, 2642 Collins Ave 
Eden Roc, Ocean, 45—47th Sts. and 
Collins Ave. 
Empress, 4333 Collins Ave. 
Fontainebleau, 4441 Collins Ave 
International, 4300 Collins Ave. 
Lucerne, 41st St. and Collins Ave 
Patrician, 3621 Collins Ave. 
Prince Michael, 2618 Collins Ave 
Promenade, 2469 Collins Ave. 
Rendale, 3120 Collins Ave 
San Marino, 4299 Collins Ave 
San Souci, 3101 Collins Ave 
Saxony, 3201 Collins Ave. 
Sea Isle, 3001 Collins Ave. 
Seville, 2901 Collins Ave 
Sorrento, 4391 Collins Ave 
Sovereign, 4385 Collins Ave 


$12-14-16 
$10—-12-14 
$12-14-16 
$5-—$6 
$10 
$5-$6 
$5—$6 
$5-$6 
$4-$5 
$9 
$10-12-14-16 
$8—-10-—-12—14 
$10-12-14-16 
$8-10—-12-14 
$6—-$8 
$6 


$12-14-16 
$10-12-14 
$12-14-16 
$5-$6 
$10 
$6 
$6 
$6 
$4-AC; $5-NAC 
$9 


$20, 24, 28 
$36, 38, 4 


$22 
$30 


16 
$10-12-14 
$10—-12-14-16 
$10-12-14 
$8 
$6 


$ 20-100 
$16 
$14 


Surfside Plaza, 2457 Collins Ave 
Surrey, 4390 Collins Ave 
Vendome, 4301 Collins Ave. 


$5-S86 
$4-$5 
$5-6-8 


$6 
$5 
$6-$8 


$10 


NOVEMBER 


GLOBES— MAPS—ATLASES 
Do you REMEMBER? 


Our Philadelphia A.L.A. convention exhibit attracted 
many librarians. There was a very lively interest in our 


GLOBES—MAPS—CHARTS 
ATLASES and PICTURES 


There have been orders and letters 
If we haven't heard from you we'd like to 


DENOYER-GEPPERT CO. 


5235 Ravenswood Ave., Chicago 40, Il! 


FINE ART 
SOURCE BOOK 
contains over 500 illustrations 


Our newest edition contains the World's largest 
collection of fine full-color art reproductions 
from every important school of painting. Lists 
over 4700 prints, has more than 500 illustrations 
A necessary catalog for every library and reading 
room. $1 postpaid. 


FREE ART LOAN EXHIBIT of over 100 framed 

masterpiece prints available to accredited institu- 
tions. Write for details 

‘ Dept. AL 

’ 1208 Sixth Avenue 

A New York 36, N.Y 
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ENVIABLE POSSESSION [from page 555 
ture shows that literature of power, conviction 
MARADOR and permanence is created only when writers 
are freed from the shackles of ulterior motives, 
PLASTIC BINDERS of conforming to current and popular theories 
- The censorship which prescribes limits within 
which an author must write, subjects to which 
he must confine himself, which tacitly approves 
the distortion of fact to serve a purpose of the 
present, is no better than any other form of 
censorship. 

It is vitally important that children have 
knowledge. It is important, as they grow 
older, that they be able to face without eva- 
sion or cynicism or defeatism, the world in 
which they are going to live. But it is possible 
that the ability to do this will come not so 
much from knowledge as from the memory of 
a childhood filled with that peculiar happiness 

wansooe REGAL aver smoen which is the unique possession of childhood 
\ and which the merely informed person can 
= 7 | never know. It is not the elucidation of the 
{ mystery of life children need, but rather the 
‘ kindness, the wisdom, the humor and the 
; imagination that arouses a sense of wonder 
over that mystery without attempting to ex 
MARADOR CORPORATION plain it. 
1722 GLENDALE BLVD., LOS ANGELES 26, CALIF In the last analysis, all literature to children 


Ea is first of all a story, and that story should be 


PROCEEDINGS of the 1954 Minneapolis Conference are part of the literature of existence; a story that 
now available to ALA members on request. Copies never ends, but goes on and on, though the 
are being distributed to institutional members. Address 


L MW ALA Heed , people in the story come and go when their 
eo M, eins, eadquarters. ’ 


parts are ended. 


INDEX OF AMERICAN PUBLIC LIBRARY CIRCULATION 


Chis Index is compiled by the University of Illinois Library School, Urbana, and is based on 
monthly circulation reports from 40 public libraries which are known to constitute a representa 
tive sample of all United States public libraries in cities of over 25,000 (1950) population. In 
each case the index value is the median of the 40 libraries’ percentages found when their current 
circulation figure is divided by their own circulation figure for 1939 (or the corresponding quarter 
of 1939). For further information see p, 334-35 of the November 1949 ALA Bulletin 


lable 1. Quarterly Index Values for a Sample of 40 American Public Libraries 
1955 to Date Corresponding Quarter ot 1939 100 


1954 1955 


Jan Apr July t Jan. Apr July Oct 

Mar June Sept. . Mar June Sept Dex 
Index value 99 104 100 98 107 
% Juvenile 19 52 45 17 50 
Adult Fiction 25 ! 3] 27 26 


Adult Non-Fiction 26 ; 24 26 24 
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THE INTERNATIONAL WHO'S WHO 1955 
19th EDITION 


The authoritative source of biographical information about 


the most important people in the world today. 


Includes information about many important personalities 


in countries where no national Who's Who is published. 


1,100 pages London $14.00 Bound 


STECHERT-HAFNER INC. 


The World's Leading International Booksellers 


31 EAST 10th STREET NEW YORK 3, N.Y. 


& oner way to meet the public 


When you use a Gerstenslager 


Bookmobile for library extension 
service you put your best foot 
forward. It has the appearance 
and quality that make people 
proud of their library. Staff 
members find that riding in a 
Gerstenslager Bookmobile is a 
comfortable, pleasant, and in- 
teresting experience. 


Gerstenslager 


“weeer te” ~~ BOOKMOBILES 


Established 1860 
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IN THE MILL 


By Grace Stevenson 
Associate Executive Secretary 


This column appears regularly in these page Ss in 
response to requests for information about the ac 
tivities of ALA units 

Over 
American Library 
materially 


a period of many years the work of the 
Association has been advanced 
through grants from foundations A 
large portion of the Association's annual income is 
dependent upon the endowment given to us by the 
Carmegie Corporation about 25 years ago During 
the years we have had gifts for special projects 
from the Corporation, Rockefeller 
Fund for Adult 
It is a tribute to the valua 
members of the 
that we are able 


Carnegie 
Ford 


and others 


Foundation Foundation 


Education 
ble work 


much of it 


done by Association, 


voluntary to obtain 
these grants of funds 

It is with considerable pride then that we re 
port on recent projects made possible by founda 
tion grants In all cases the success of these 
eS is due chiefly to the planning cooperation 
work voluntarily 
many ALA members 

One of the Pre-Conference meetings in Phila 
delphia was the Book Selection Work Conference, 
co-sponsored by the Committee on Intellectual 
and the Public Division, and 
made possible by a grant from the Louis Rabino 


witz Foundation 


and intensive contributed by 


Freedom Libraries 
The four principal speeches 
reports of the small group discussions, and a sum- 
mary of the panel discussions, and the other ma 


issue No. 4 of The PLD 


Reporter which is now available. It was not the 


terial, are contained in 


intention of the conference to de velop a book 
election policy, but to provide material from 
which individual libraries could formulate their 


own book selection poli ies based on their local 
ituations 
The first 


which 


$1,000 Norman 


was made to the 


Bassett Foundation 

Division of Cata 
loging and Classification is being used to finance 
tudy of the 


uncle I 


vrant 


use of the catalog The study 
with more than 30 different 
libraries in the New York area selected 
for participation In October, the director, Dr 
Sidney L, Jackson, of the Brooklyn Public Library 


conducted a 


i pilot 
is now way 


ty pe \ ot 


two-weeks test run as preliminary 
preparation for the actual study which is planned 
for January March of 1956. The 
purpose of the study is to learn some important 
facts about the use of the catalog by the public 
and library staffs; draw conclusions from those facts 


is to the 


February and 


usefulness of existing catalogs and cata 


loging offer suggestions, where 
as to possible changes in cataloging 
Participating libraries include 
small college, large public, 


high school and special: government, law, 


policies; and 
warranted, 
policies and codes 
large ac ade mic small 
public 
teacher-training, medicine and business administra 
tion. A report of this study will be made available 
We reported in Septe mber the grant of $30,000 
made by the United States Steel Foundation to 
the Association of College and Reference Libraries 
through ALA 


teaching 


for strengthening and modernizing 


and learning tools of liberal arts col 


leges The ACRL Committee on Foundation 
Grants met at ALA Headquarters on Friday 
September 23, to determine policies and pro 


The committee 
covered on the ap 
to all U. S 
insti 
Most 


grants are to go to non-tax supported liberal arts 


cedure for handling this grant 
dex ided 


plication form 
liberal arts colleges and to other 


upon points to be 


which has been sent 
four year 


tutions which have requested applications 


colleges, but exception will be made for two year 
institutions which are building toward a four year 
Applications were to be returned by 
the awards will be considered at 
a committee It is expected 
that checks will be mailed to the successful appli- 


curriculum 
November 1 anc 
meeting this month 


cants in December 

At the meeting of the ALA Council in Philadel 
phia on Friday, July 8, Amy Winslow, chairman 
of the Adult Education Board, announced that 
grants had been made to the Kansas 
Maryland, Michigan and Tennessee for a two year 
adult part of the ALA 
Library-Community Project. Funds for this project 
are provided by a grant from the Fund for Adult 
An orientation conference for grant area 


states of 


education program as 


Education 
personnel was held in Chicago from September 
7-10 The first two days were devoted to discus 
sions with the librarians from each state; the di 
state director of the state 
extension division, project director, and librarian 
of the pilot library. Each state invited four addi 
tional people for the last day and a half. This 
group was made up of board members from the 


rector of the agency, 


state agency and the pilot library, university ex- 
tension personnel, state library association officers 
and adult educators 

Chairmen, or members, of all ALA Divisions 
Boards, Round Tables, Sections and Committees 
are invited to send to this column any news of the 


activities of their unit 
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The new look in libraries is strikingly 
exemplified in Cincinnati's new 
$3,250,000 steel-and-glass structure. 
Librarian: Cari Vitz. 

Architect : Frederick 

W. Garber & Associates. 

General Contractor 

Frank E. Moser & Son, 


CHOSEN FOR ANOTHER DISTINGUISHED AMERICAN LIBRARY — 
VMP BOOKSTACKS AND LIBRARY EQUIPMENT 





Whatever the need in library equip- 
ment, VMP can fill it. Shelves, stacks, 
desks, lights—even conveyors—are only 
a few of the many products made by 
VMP specifically for library use. 


VMP helps you plan. In the earliest 
stages of planning, VMP’s Library Plan- 
ning Service can be of special help to 
architect or owner. With years of 
specialized experience behind them, 
VMP’s skilled engineers can help settle 
such basi questions as whether to have 
multi-tier or free-standing bookshelves 
With VMP’s technical aid, needless 
duplication of development work is 


avoided. Thus, over-all construction 





costs are pared, 
Multi-tier, top braced stack in Cincinnati's 
new library is pictured here before books Catalog on request. We will gladly send a 
were placed on the shelves. This type of stack 
is fastened to the floor, and has channel 
members across the top of the columns to tions on VMP library bookstack equip- 


assure rigidity ment. Address inquiries to Dept. ALA-11 


7-page folder with details and specifica- 





irginia | \'/ etal | roducts, inc. 


ORANGE, VIRGINIA 
Subsidiary of Chesapeake industries, Inc, 


Tell Them You Saw Their Advertisement in the ALA Bulletin 








Latest News about 
New Materials and 
Equipment for Libraries 


ee a 





GADGET OF THE MONTH 


Appressinc promotional material to library pa- 
trons need no longer be a block in 
your efforts to publi- 

cize = your brary 
Addressograph Multi 
graph has ree ently 
a portable 
addresso 


stumbling 


produced 


desk top 


graph that uses the 
standard A ddresso- 
graph plate Low in 
price ——o- 
Model 30 includes 
automatic plate feed 


with automatic refile 
and provision for vis 
ual selection of plates to print at the time a run is 
For more information write to Ad 
1200 Babbitt Road 


I c Woods 





being made 
dressograph Multigraph Corp., 
Cleveland 17, attention Mr 





Puorocoryinc while you wait is now offered 
to library patrons by the New York Public Library 
Using the Cormac Book-Printer, NYPL furnishes 
copies of pages of any bound book within min 


utes Featuring margin-to-margin copies, the 
Cormac Book-Printer is the first photocopy ma 
chine exclusively de signed for use with books 
Dry copies of anything written, printed, typed 


drawn, stamped, or photographed can be pro 
duced in about 20 seconds at a cost of only 8%¢, 
including labor time For information, 
write to Mr. Martin Wortman, Cormac 


Inc., 80 Fifth Ave., New York 


A FINST BOOK BINDING that will last at least a 
year has been developed by Franklin Watts, Inc., 
in response to wishes of librarians who attended 


more 


Industries, 


the pre conference meeting at Columbia Univer- 
sity The book, The First Book of Holidays, in 
the new binding, side sewn, with concealed joints, 
is now ready 


LIBRARY SIGNS that can be made up in a jiffy, 
and dismantled as quickly, are offered in die-cut 
cardboard letters with velour backing that permits 
Extremely 
letters are the answer for the 
inexpensive, good looking 
sign making materials. The letters are available 
in the 1%” size at $3.00, including a 9 % 12 inch 
flannel board. The set consists of 192 pieces. A 
three-inch set is also available. Ask for more in- 
formation about Alphasets from the Judy Com- 
pany, 310 N. 2d Street, Minneapolis 1, attention, 
Mrs. H. D. Berman 


temporary adhesion to a flannel board 
economic al, these 
librarian who wants 
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STACKING CHAIRS designed to be neatly stacked 
are ideally suited to the changing needs of a li 
brary Light, 
yet sturdy, the com 
pound curves of the 
seat and back are per 
fectly matched to the 
contours of the body 
The back 
easily to settling back 
pressure, but springs 
back again to firm, 
Red, green, yellow or natural maple 


room 


responds 





erect support 
ply wood seats and backs: rest on a sage gray tubular 


steel frame built for years of long wear. Also avail 
able are Fiberglas and all-purpose chairs which are 
designed for informal reading and for conferences 
Shown in the photo are stacking chairs in use in the 


library of the Otto Haisley school at Ann Arbor 
Mich For more information about Brunswick 
chairs, write to Brunswick-Balke-Collender, 623 S$ 


Wabash, Chicago 5, attention, Mr. Routledge 
Macic poors are the doors to your library so 
why not make them Magic Doors? Operating on 
an impulse from a photoelectric relay or an elec 
trical contact sheet under a molded viny| plastic 
carpet, Magic Doors open as you approa¢ h them 
They're sure to be much apprec iated by 
yatrons, whose arms, we're sure, are loaded with 
woks. Ask for the “Magic Door Catalog” 
you write to The Stanley Work, New Britain, Conn 
COMMUNICATION in your library can be 
efficient with the new Automation Talk-A-Phone 
that permits four-way 
private 
without the necessity 
of any of the parties 


your 
whe n 


more 


conferences 


operating any con 


trols 10 and 20 sta 
tion capacity models 
are available with 
each unit featuring 


more informa 


1512 S. Pulaski 


Control. For 


the automatic Traffic 
tion, write to Talk-A-Phone Co., 
Road, Chicago. 

RECORDINGS 


Landmark 
books, continue to relive for young people histori 
which built our country Four 
leases are based on the Louisiana Pur« hase 


based on the famous 


events new re 
Pirate 
Lafitte, George Washington Carver and Alexander 
Graham Bell. Loan them, use them in your 
listening rooms, base story hours on them, and 
remember that they'll make wonderful Christmas 
gifts if you have small-fry to account for. For 
a complete catalog, write to Martha Huddleston, 
Enrichment Materials Distributors, 246 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 
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Guaranteed clearer, 


with the improved 


Microcard 


WITH THE NEW ie. 


eh 


FOR LONGER PERIODS 
OF EASIER READING 








The latest in Microcard Reader develop- 
ment—The Model 6B is equipped with 
the new F2.8 Flat Field lens. This assures 
top readability of all opaque microprint 
even at the extreme edges and corners of 
the screen. Soft lighting allows hours of 
relaxing reading without eye strain. 
Libraries all over the world depend on 
the Microcard Reader. Microcards of 
valuable books, charts, research material 
are reproduced clearly on the large 9%" 
x 1044" viewing screen. The magnifica- 
tion factor of the reader is 23X. The 
THE MICROCARD CORPORATION Model 6B (illust.) is the finest instrument 

READER DIVISION of its kind and priced at only $255.00. 

BOX 314A LACROSSE, WISCONSIN Other models available. 


NOW .. . EASILY INSTALLED HOODS AVAILABLE FOR ALL LATE 
MODELS . . . ELIMINATE OVERHEAD LIGHT REFLECTION . . . $4.50 


FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION AND 
PRICE LIST OF ALL MODELS. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


By Helen T. Geer 


Headquarters Librarian 


All items listed are in the Headquarters Li 
brary and are available for loan. 

WHat Errect pores television have on the read- 
books? Helen E. Peerless of the Queens 
Borough Public Library, has made a study of li 
brary borrowers who are also TV set owners in 
Elmhurst, Long Island, and has come to some 
interesting conclusions, These are enumerated in 
“Effects of TV on Reading: New Survey” in the 
Sept mber 3, 1955 issue of Publishers’ Weekly 

A HISTORY OF REFERENCE work has been studied 
by Samuel Rothstein in The Development of 
Reference Services through Academic Traditions, 
Public Library Practice and Special Librarianship 
(ACRL Monograph No. 14, $2.75 paper; $3.25 
cloth). This is a very worthwhile contribution to 
the history of American librarianship 

PRACTICAL HINTS On how to prepare.a story for 
the newspapers are contained in How Can Citizens 
Work with the Press, issued in a limited edition 
by the National Citizens Commission for the Pub 
lic Schools, 2 W. 45th St., New York 36, N.Y 
Although written as a guide to public 


ing of 


relations 
for the schools, many of the points would be use- 
ful to librarians 

Winged Bequest, produced by the Edward Feil 
Productions, 1514 Prospect Ave., Cleveland 15, for 
the Hospital and Judd Fund of the Cleveland 
Public Library from a grant from the Cleveland 
Foundation, is an excellent film on library serv- 
ice to shut-ins (one of the first of its kind). This 
22 minute color and sound film (prints are availa 
ble from the producer for $100) is a gift to the 
Headquarters Library from the Division of Hos 
pital Libraries 

fHose wHo HAve charge of serial publications 
will want to read “The Use of Signals in Serials 
Record Work” by Johanna E. Tallman in Serial 
Slants for July. Variations in records and equip 
ment used in California libraries are described 

ONE OF THE FEW recent compilations of essays 
and articles on librarianship has been published 
by The Shoe String Press in Hamden, Conn 
Selected by John D. Marshall, Wayne Shirley and 
Shores, the Books—Libraries 
Librarians ($6.00) good reading for 


articles in 
should be 


Louis 


many of us 

A VERY PRACTICAL kit of pamphlets, book and 
film lists was distributed at the Seattle Public Li 
brary Program Planners Institute. Those who are 
concerned with program planning will be inter- 
ested in these (3 kits available for loan) 


ANOTHER PRACTICAL kit of materials was com- 
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Television 
Annual Reports 
Service to Shut-Ins 





piled for the Library Workshops, conducted by 
the Michigan State Library this year Subjects 
covered are book selection principles, color and 
libraries 


decoration in finance, 


book 
adult education tec niques 

SEVERAL INTERESTING and attractive public li 
brary reports have come across our desk: “A bigger 
Detroit a bigger main library” (includes 
particularly good graphs and charts), “Bringing 
People and Books Together” (Springfield, Mass.) 
“How to give library service to a community” 
(Minneapolis), and “Annual Report, 1954” (Enoch 
Pratt) 

THe Grower society has published for the 
Association of School Librarians, the 
addresses given by Clint Pace, Jordan L. Larson, 
and Benjamin L. Smith at General Meeting in 
Philadelphia, This pamphlet, The School Library 
and the White House Conference on Education, 
is available from the AASL office 

[He SOUTHWEST REGIONAL Library at Bolivar, 
Missouri has issued a Polic y and Procedure Hand- 
book, which covers all library routines. Those 
interested in writing this type of manual, which 
was compiled by W. K. Dennis, the librarian, and 
Frances Roberts, will want to see it 

ALTHOUGH writTEN primarily for British li- 
brarians, W. J]. Murisons book, The Public Li 
brary; Its Origins, Purpose, and Significance as a 
Social Institution will interest American librarians 
as well, Harrap & Co, is the pub- 
lisher (price $2.25) 

KENT STATE UNIVERSITY'S Aspects of Librarian 
ship for Summer, 1955, contains a_ thoughtful 
article by John M. Gondeau on “Intellectual Free- 
dom,” 

IN CONNECTION WITH its 50th anniversary, the 
Oregon State Library issued an attractive brochure, 
Public Library Buildings in Oregon, 1905-1955 

THOSE THINKING TOWARDS bond issue compaigns 
will want to read some of the articles listed in the 
bibliography on the subject, compiled by the 
California State Library in News Notes for July 

THe FIFTH EDITION of Recommended Refer 
ence Books for the High School Library by Ruby 
E. Cundiff has been published by the Tennessee 
Book Co. in Nashville (price 60 cents) 

READ RAY HOLT's editorial in the July issue of 
California Librarian for some real down-to-earth 
comments on trying to make “the library 
in the minds of the public an integral part of 
what we know as education.” 
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cedures preparation and cataloging, and 
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When |e 
did you |°* 
last look 

at THE 

BOOK of Se 
KNOWLEDGE? | ™"*% 





WATER MADI 


NA 






The Earth’s 


its revisions over recent years? Did you know t Tue Boor r kK WLEDGE 
has heen redesigned by Ernst Reichl in a new format featur r readable odern type 
and | ira ed pl rapt ‘ f I ! if ill in beautiful color 
j | if { “ c 
lod Tue Book or Known ) i pe e reading 
In \ e 20 | 1a quick f i ( fact er 
In the new 19 edition there are 13,000 illustrations, including 700 black-and-white nd 
lor pictures that neve efore appeared i Tike Book of Know Lepce. There are 
¢ tacts in the 19 Book OF KNOWLEDGE and a greater ty and coherence 
Yet not | exhausted iny one vol ce. That another reason why 
Dik Book of KNowLepaoe: a number of 
lildren can ri ! lual vol t imultaneously 
ry ™~ r “ 
300K OF | irnnern 
THE I 


KNOW LEDGE om ry ofc ¢ of the most effective 
The Children’s Encyclopedia ng t er create: 


THE GROLIER SOCIETY, I 
2 West 45th Street, New York 36, N. Y 
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A New 

Subject and 
Title Index 
from A.L.A. 


Other 
available 
Subject 
Indexes 


American 
Library 
Association 


50 E. Huron St. 
Chicago 11, Illinois 


Subject and Title Index to 
Short Stories for Children 


Compiled by a Subcommittee of the A.L.A. Editorial Committee. Julia F 
Carter, Chairman, Designed to assist librarians and teachers in locating 
hard to find stories on specific or on related subjects for use with children 
from the third grade through junior high school. Indexes approximately 
5000 stories under more than 2000 subjects chosen to satisfy the variety 
of demands placed upon libraries. With few exceptions, the stories in 
dexed have not been indexed elsewhere. Titles and variant titles are used 
in both title and subject indexes. The 373 books indexed were selected 
with the help of school and children’s librarians throughout the country 
Approximate grading is given for each book indexed. The index was 
tested by actual use in libraries before publication. 7955. 344 p. Cloth, 
$5.00 


Subject Index to Books for 
Intermediate Grades 


Eloise Rue. Eighteen hundred text and trade books commonly used 
throughout the country are analyzed under approximately 6500 subject 
headings. Each entry is graded and gives complete source information 
Makes it easy to locate quickly specific materials at specific grade levels. 
Practical also for setting up units of study. 2d ed. 1950. 6p. Cloth, 
$¢ 


Subject Index to Poetry; A Guide for 


Adult Readers 


Herbert Bruncken, This index simplifies the search for poems on specific 


subjects suc h as dogs, friendship, and peace, as we ll as for poems where 


the subject matter, but not the author or titl 


, is known, Indexes 215 
titles (383 volumes) commonly found in public libraries. Chiefly for 
adult readers and program planning, but useful for high school students 


1940. 220p. Cloth, $3.: 


Subject Index to Children’s Plays 


Subcommittee of the A.L.A. Board on Library Service to Children and 
Young People. Elizabeth D. Briggs, Chairman. Indexes 202 collections 
of plays—for grades 1-8—under 793 subjects and 24 types of activity 
Ihe plays selected have a definite educational and civic orientation, Each 
entry indicates under subjects the grade for which the play is suited, the 
number of acts and scenes, and the number of characters required. 1940. 


3370p. Cloth, $3.50. 
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FOR SALE 


FOREIGN books and periodicals current and 


out-of-print. Albert J. Phiebig, Box 352, White 


Plains, N.Y. 

WITH LIQUICK LEATHER you will find that 
you can repair, restore and rebind leather and 
cloth books for a few cents each. 16 oz. bottle 


enough for 50 to 100 volumes—$3.95. Will 
strengthen and preserve old powdery leather 
ideal for binding magazines. In use by Rare 


Departments of many great libraries. 
Leather, 32 Howley St., Boston 10, Mass. 

BACK NUMBER MAGAZINE SPECIALISTS 
Established 1889. Largest and best selection any 
where. We also welcome your lists of Duplicates 
for Sale Abrahams Magazine Service, Serials 
Dept , 56 E. 13th St., New York 3, N.Y 

More Publicity for Your School—Multilithed, 25 
pp., 6000 words; Today in American History—320 
important events arranged in chronological order, 
Jan. 1 through Dec. 31, multilithed, 14 pp.; both 
$1.00 each, postpaid, Fort Hamilton Press, Hamil 
ton, Ohio. 


Liquick 


POSITIONS OPEN 
East 

LIBRARY DIRECTOR, Prendergast Library 
Jamestown, New York. 5th yr. lib. degree, lib 
arts background, a Comp. Lit. major preferred, 5 
more in lib. admin.) Salary 
38 hr. wk., 1 mo. vac., N.Y. 
State Ret. Plan, Bl. Cross & BI. Shield. Apply to: 
Mr. Wesley A. Nord, Pres. Lib. Board, Union 
National Furniture Co., 226 Crescent St., James 
town, New York. 

READERS’ Advisor for progressive likrary in 
pleasant suburban city near New York. Salary 
$4500-$5100 College and library school degree 
and two years’ appropriate experience in public 
library required, B 755 

CENTRAL Children’s Librarian 


yrs, exper. (1 or 
dependent on qualif 


Salary $3800 


$4300. Young Adult’s Librarian: $3800-$4200 
Circulation Department Assistant $3500-$4000 
B 762 


Rates for Classified Advertising: $1.00 per 
or line, ALA members 60¢. Deadline: 


irst of month preceding publication. If 
voucher forms are anal for billing, please 
send them at the time advertisements are 
submitted for insertion. 





NOVEMBER 


YOUNG Adults’ librarian including some ad- 
service to adults, for New York suburban 


visory 
library. Salary $4500-$5100 according to quali 
fications. L.S, degree and appropriate experience 
B 755 


WORK with children—plans and programs 
Fast growing suburban community library needs 
children’s librarian. 37% hr. week, vacation, sick 
leave, state retirement. West Orange Public Li 
brary, West Orange, N.] 


ASSISTANT librarian to supervise adult circula- 


tion, processing routines, statistics, financial rec- 
ords, other duties as abilities warrant. Assist in 
developing reference and readers aid services 


Suburban library near New York City, modern 
building, booming circulation, intelligent clientele 
L.S. degree and at least two years’ experience in 
public library. Starting salary $4500. Send full 


details of education, experience, interests to Miss 


Margaret A. Kateley, librarian, Scarsdale Public 
Library, Scarsdale, New York 
Southeast 

CHILDREN’S librarian for attractive library 


Accredited 
experien e 


in beautiful city of 30,000 population 
library school graduate with 
Salary $3300. 5 day week, vacation, sick leave, 
retirement and other benefits. Apply: Head li 
brarian, Public Library, Coral Gables 34, Florida 


EXTENSION librarian to be in charge of large 
bookmobile 3 days a week, and to be in charge of 
department 2 days a week while Head of De 
partment handles bookmobile. Position open after 
October 15 Initial salary computed by adding 
to a base of $3000, $108 for each year of experi 
ence from 1-10 and $72 for each year of experi 
ence from 11-13 years. Five day, forty hour week 
Retirement plan, sick leave, three week vacation 
Write Librarian, Kanawha County Public Library 
Lee and Hale Streets Charleston, West Virginia 

HEAD, Extension Dept. 
accredited library schoo some experience neces 
sary, preferably bookmobile or extension. Super 
Salary range $345-$420 per month 

Must have degree from accredited 
Experience desirable but not neces 


some 


Require degree from 


vise 2 persons 
CATALOGER 
library SC hool 


sary. Salary range $288-345 per month. Open 
Jan. 1, 1956. Write to Paul S. Ballance, Director, 
Public Library, Winston-Salem, N.C 
Midwest 

ADULT education librarian, including publi 
city, work with groups. Public library experi 
ence desirable Suburban university city of 
78,000 Excellent municipal pension plan, 4 
weeks’ vacation. Salary open. Evanston Public 


Library, Evanston, Illinois. 


TOLEDO public Library has openings for as- 
sistant director (man or woman), salary $6000- 
$8000; supervisor of Children’s Work, %4500- 
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$5000 
De parti nt 


assistant, $3420-$4000 
issistant, $3420-$4000 
$3800-$4200. Excellent 


reference Catalog 
Schools Divi 


ion he ad working con 


ditions in a fine library ystem and a congenial, 
interesting city Apply to director, Toledo Public 
Library, Toledo 2, Ohio 


ASSISTANT Children’s librarian, 1 year of li- 
brary school required, to work with a well-trained 
( perienced children’s librarian in i progressive 
$3800-$4400, 

Annual in 


week 4 


K il 1maZoo 


library ystem Beginning ilary 
depending on profes 
crements, 38 work 
Apply to director 


Kalamazoo, Michigan 


libr ifian 


on il f xpe rience 
, 
weeks 


Public 


hour, 5 day 
vacation 
Library 

CHILDREN’S 


merge d 


wanted in newly 


county-city library Fine opportunity to 
Salary $3600 
ind education 


xford Public 


organize new children’ room 
$4000 ce pe iding upon experience 


Write: Director, Cadillac-We 
Cadillac, Michigan 


PURDUE 


ippointme nt 


Library 


staff 


ope ning’s for 


has made ten library 


June ha 


profe sion il 


since current 


two senior reference librarians at 


$4400, and for two junior professional librarians 
Biology Departine nt Library Assistant Reader 
se woe Division Head's Assistant) at $3000 kor 
details ind applic ition tormes write to | iH 
Moriarty, Director of Libraries, Purdue University 
Lafayette, Indiana 

REFERENCE LIBRARIAN (non-adm lech 
Dept in one of world’s finest, most active science 
libraric Month vacation, sick leave slue Cross 
& Shield, free life insurance, retirement 10 hr 


5 day week LS training or back 
ground required; reference 
Salary $3960-85280 
ing on Jolin (Crerar 


Randolph St 
A( Ol ISTIONS LIBRARIAN (non-adm 


work serial records; may advance 
to supervisory capacity Month vacation sick 
Blue Cross & Shield, free life insurance, re- 
tirement 10 hr 5 day week LS 


degree, science 
experience desirable 
initial salary depend 


I ibrary 56 FE 


range 
expe rience 


Chicago 1, Illinois 


\ iried 


gift & exchange 


degree re 


quired science training or interest desirable but 

not required Salary range $3540-$4740; initial 
ilary depending on experience John Crerar Li 
br iry SO I Randolph St ( brie ivo ] Illinois 


rIPTON, Indiana, needs head librarian. L.S 
degree required Salary open Give qualifications 
Write ¢ B. Stemen, Chairman, Board of Directors, 
lipton Indiana 

HEAD librarian for library in Celina, Ohio 


Town of 6000 L.S. degree required Experic nce 


preferred, Present salary $4200 Apply to C. A 
Stubbs, President, Library Board, 108 W Market 
St., Celina, Ohio 


MICHIGAN'S county libraries are 
r illing the loudest 
bran he 8 and bookmobile ‘ hildren or 
B 763 


calling you 
Extension work, 14 
idult. Salary 


and we re 


ope n 
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Far West 
LIBRARIAN II 


month 
accredited by the 


Salary $355 to $440 per 
Graduation from a school of librarian hip 
Association 
paid experience in 
work ( 
system serving county of 385,000 population, Di 
Benefits 


and retirement 


American Library 


plus one year of full time 


school or children’s library ounty library 


chools 


sick le ave 


service to 35 elementary 
3} week vacation 


rect 


in lude 


plans One of Southern California’s nicest resi 
dential areas Apply Orange County Personnel 
Department 644 North Broadway, Santa Ana, 
California 

ALAMEDA County, on east side of San Fran 


ind on book 

Experience 
local Starts at 
$306 with increments to $375 in 30 months; 37% 


conditions Mrs. Dorothy 


cisco bay ope nings in busy br inne he 
fully trained lib: 


rtsidence 


mobile for irians 


and not required Pay 


hour week, best workin 


Roberts, county librarian, P.O. Box 299, Hayward 
Calif 
ASSISTANT librarian needed at once to take 


charge of the 


Oakland 


cataloging in small public library 


neal California Fast growing commu 
nity No examination but library degree is re 
quired Opportunity for advancement and_ pro 


fessional achievement 


Apply E. D 


Salary dependent on quali 
K oe hl 


fication librarian, Livermore 


Calif 


Pacific Northwest 


CATALOGER 
located city ot 


pe rience 


University library in a centrally 
165.000 LS 
Forty 


degree 
week no 


some ex 


desirable hour night 
month vacation 


Apply to Re \ 
Librar y 


work, one 
$3600 


or Sunday 
Starting salary 
Carroll, S.J., Gonzaga University 
2, Washington 


CHILDREN’S 


children’s extension work in the 


with pay 
Clifford 
Spok ane 


librarian Chance to promote 
beautiful Cascade 
towns, lakeside 


Regional Li 


Mountain region among mining 


resorts and ranches Our 


ipple 


brary offers $3600-$4200 depending on experi 
ence. Social security, 5-day week, all other bene 

fits L.S. degree required Position open Sept 
Ist. Write librarian, North Central Regional Li 
brary, Wenatchee, W ishington 

WANTED, librarian who would like both refer 

ence and circulation work $3600, retirement 
month's vacation. Write Librarian, Parmly Billings 


Memorial Library, Billings, Montana 


POSITIONS WANTED 


WOMAN, F.L.A 
Southwest or West 
College Library preferred 
perience 8 in U.S Univ. Library (Sr 
public and county libraries (Asst Libn 
Liberal arts background 
B 761 


(London wishes relocation 
Cataloging in University or 
Over 14 years ex 
cataloger 
& in spe- 
cial library Fluent 


French, German, Italian 
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OSTMASTER: PLEASE SEND NOTICE OF 
JNDELIVERABLE COPIES ON FORM 3579 TO fr. Eucene 2 
AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION ide 


E. HURON ST Galle. (clo mn mmial 


University Mic 
Ann Arbor, dich, 


Who Gains Most from 


Childcratt ? 


America’s Famous Child Development Plan 


Childcraft is more than just fun for youngsters. It’s a 
source of satisfaction for educational leaders active in 
child development. In this unique, comprehensive, 15- 
volume work, there are poems, pictures, stories, and 
fact-articles to hold children spellbound and to enrich 
their lives. Young people are captivated by the fascina- 
tion of art work reproduced in breathtaking beauty; by 
imagination-stirring tales of childhood; by scientific facts 
simply told. And, because Childcraft is correlated to the 
curriculum of the primary grades, it helps whet the 
learning appetite 
Childcraft provides a priceless fund of information 
for educators as well as parents ... the guidance 
volumes present the services of 150 experts in child 
AO ary development No other single collection provides all the 


- 


& 
* Guerenteed by ~ » . : 
Good Housekeeping ) facilities of Childcraft. Certainly, it is an important 


Tet sperms part of modern teaching methods 


FIELD ENTERPRISES, INC., EDUCATIONAL DIVISION, MERCHANDISE MART PLAZA, CHICAGO 54, ILLINOIS, 
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